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WHAT’S HAPPENING

‘What’s Happening’ is a Free Newsletter
Provided by the Locust Grove Arts Alliance

IN LG

BOOK DI SCUSSI ONSwill continueon Mon-
day afternoonsand Tuesday eveningsthrough
therest of this month. See story below.

JOY H*\I{JU

HOW WE
BECAME HUMAN

. Six women made up the first of

FIRST BOOK MEETING
theApril book discussion groupsat Wonder City Coffee. Shown,
from left to right: Marea Breedlove, Roxann Yates, Shaun
Perkins, Sula Robertson, Betty Perkins and Stacy Bighorse.

First book discussion
groups met last week

Every Monday at 2 p.m. in April, abook group will meet
to talk about Joy Harjo's How We Became Human, the book
the LGAA isreading for the Big Read program. Anyone can
join the group. It will be informal and fun and inspiring. A
person could attend one or all of the meetings. Each will be
unigue.

For details, contact Roxann Yates at the coffee shop or by
emailing roxannperkins@gmail.com.

A second book group will meet Tuesdays at 6 p.m. at the
public library. Contest Marea Breedlove for information on
that group: mareab64@gmail.com.

At the first book meeting held at Wonder City Coffee,
those in attendance were: Stacy Bighorse, Betty Perkins,
Shaun Perkins, Marea Breedlove, Sula Robertson, and
Roxann Yates.

Aninformal discussion of Joy Harjo, her poetry, and the

(Continues on Page 12)

Museum to celebrate
‘Poem In Your Pocket Day!

The Rural OklahomaMu-
seum of Poetry (ROMP) cel-
ebrates Poem in Your Pocket
Day April 18

Celebrate Poem in Your
Pocket Day on April 18 by
carrying a poem in your
pocket all day. If you takethe
poem out of your pocket and
read it aloud at Wonder City
Coffee on that day, ROMP
will buy you one free drink
of your choice or giveyou a
$5 gift card to ROMP Rum-
mage Store.

Poem in Your Pocket Day
is part of National Poetry
Month. On this day, select a
poem, carry it with you, and
share it with others at

schools, bookstores, librar-
ies, parks, workplaces,
street corners, and on social
media using the hashtag
#pocketpoem.
PoeminYour Pocket Day
was initiated in April 2002
by the Office of the Mayor

inNew York City, in partner-
ship with the city’s Depart-
mentsof Cultural Affairsand
Education. In 2008, the
Academy of American Poets
took theinitiativeto all fifty
United States, encouraging
individualsaround the coun-
try to participate. In 2016, the
League of Canadian Poets
extended Poem in Your
Pocket Day to Canada.

The Rural OklahomaMu-
seum of Poetry has cel-
ebrated Poem in Your Pocket
Day every year since the
museum has been in exist-
ence (and before that when
ROMP Director Shaun
Perkins was a teacher).

Main Street poetry readers needed

TheLGAA may not getin
the Guinness book for big-
gest mass poetry reading, but
it will till beabig deal. As
part of the Big Read celebra-
tion of Joy Harjo'sbook How
We Became Human, the
LGAA isstaging areading of
all 85 poemsin the book.

Eighty-five participants
will lineMain Street and read
the poemsin Harjo'sbook all
at once. Each person will

have one of the 85 poemsin
the book to read and at 2:15,
everyone will begin reading
out loud the poem they have
been assigned or chosen. Ev-
eryoneeseisinvitedtoroam
up and down the street listen-
ing. The poems will be read
constantly until 3 p.m.

The author herself will be
there to get to hear the town
read her poems. You can
bring a chair if you need to

sitwhileyou arereading. Or,
as some middle school stu-
dents were told, wear a hat
and sunglasses and you can
be incognito while reading!
If you would like to read
one of the poems, email or
call Shaun Perkins,
ROM Poetry @gmail.com or
864-9152. Free books are
still available at the LGAA
office, Wonder City Coffee
or ROMP Rummage Store.
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By Roxann Perkins Yates

In honor of Locust Grove
family members on
Founder’'s Day, for this
year’s art show, the gallery
will exhibit itemsfrom town
family history. The Passed
Down Heirloom Exhibit will
run May 11-June 8.

The LGAA is currently
soliciting items for this ex-
hibit. See the details above
and usethe submissionform

-----

if you haveitemsto include
in the exhibit.

Most of theitems need to
be hung on the gallery
hooks; however sometables
will be available.

Consider displaying
books, photos, badges, cer-
tificates, newsarticles, reci-
pes. The list is endless. If
you have shadow boxes of
family items, those, too, are
suitable for the show. All

-----------

entries must be brought to
the LGAA office or Wonder
City Coffee by May 3 from
9am. to5p.m. for the show
that openson May at 11p.m.

If you have questions or
comments, contact show co-
ordinators Roxann Yates at
roxannperkins@gmail.com,
phone: 918-530-5321 or
Alysha Little at
alyshalittle227@gmail .com.

One exhibit item will be
a1920sL ocust Grove news-
paper exhibit of Yates sthird
great-grandfather.

William. H. McMullen,
born in 1827, is the third
great-grandfather on Yates's
mother’s branch.

He served in the Union
Army as corporal during the
Civil War for the Pa. 22nd
Calvary in 1864; not long
before his death in 1911, he
returned to Mark.

Pieces of William’s obitu-
ary were published in a
Cassville, Mo., paper where
he lived until hisfinal days:

“William H. McMullen
died at the home of his
daughter, Mrs. Ora Goff,
Mark, Okla., after an illness
of many months and of gen-
eral debility, age 81 years, 5
months and 26 days.”

“The body was shipped to
Cassville. In charge of the
brothers of Masonic frater-
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PASSED DOWN HEIRLOOM EXHIBIT , ,
Locust Grove newspaper in the 1920sisan example of thetype
of display that is possible in the next exhibit at the LGAA Gal-
lery on Main Street. The Times had a list of business ads on
the page which is asinteresting as the story about the glories
of LG

, This copy of a

LG Chamber meets April 18

The Locust Grove OK Area Chamber of Commerce has
itsmonthly meeting inApril onthe 18" at noon inthe Cham-
ber office at 114 E. Main. The public is always invited.

The agenda will include discussion of Founder’s Day,
promotion and logistics, anong other things. The Chamber
isawayslooking for peopleto get involved with its activi-
tiesand help in promoting our town’s businesses, organi za-
tions and general atmosphere.

The Chamber could use help from students and Chero-
kee Nation citizenslooking for civic engagement and work-
ing hours and from anyone who would like to volunteer for
any number of activities: event help, posting flyers, visiting
businesses and schools, etc.

More business owners and organization leaders are en-
couraged to become members and attend meetings when
possible to help with the Chamber’s initiatives and to con-
tribute to the growth of the town.

For more information, visit the Chamber website at
L ocustGroveOklahoma.com or LIKE the LG Chamber page.
If you cannot attend meetings but would still like to be a
member or to be involved in helping, call President Adele
Collette at 918-530-8132.

_GAA Gallery opens new exhibit on family history

nity, hisbody was convened to
the Corinth Cemetery, whereit
was laid to rest with the hon-
orsof that order.”

Thefamily haslittle knowl-
edge of W. H.

MareaBreedlove, Librarian,
showed Yates a Locust Grove
newspaper article from the
1920sthat listshim asawatch-
maker and jeweler. No living
family memberswere aware of
hisskills. No storieshave been
passed down.

A Pythagoras Masonic
Lodge book for 1872-1907
lisssMcMullen’smembership.

The members met “Satur-
day nightson or beforethefull
moons and two weeks there-
after.”

The McMullen story is a
sculpture in progress, being
worked between the full
moons.

lvy Scott picks
Zoo Safari for
birthday fundraiser

For lvy Scott’s8" birthday,
she decided she wanted a
fundraiser for Locust Grove's
own Zoo Safari, instead of get-
ting presents. The fundraiser
will beApr. 20, Sat., from 2-4
p.m. at the LG Community
Center.

People are encouraged to
come by and give any amount
of donation that they can. Cup-
cakes and juice will be avail-
able. Zoo Safari will be on
hand with some of their ani-
mals to see and experience.
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CraEsE e R ] County Sheriff wins
AT | | GAA rifle raffle

treet Poetry

HEUTW SR E 6 . WO PO YR T L T O G R W 1 e = IR AN

The Rural Oklahoma Museum of Poetry presents

01( POEM WINNERS
Pom FORTUNES

HE'SAWINNER. .. Brad Cowan, left, presents County Sheriff
Mike Reed theriflehewon in the LGAA fundraiser. Therifle, a
Beretta a350 strema simi-auto shotgun, was donated by Anchor
Sone's Tom Snyder and provided the LGAA with $1040 for its
activities, most of which are presented free of chargetothe people
of thisarea.

Williams Agency ¢ Brenda Williams

Locust Grove Tag Agency
216 E. Main St.
PO Box 1213 ;
Locust Grove, OK 74352 oKLAKoMA

" For schedule and details: ROMPoetry.com & BIRS st email:
EERRE AN . '-ﬁﬁ—hfn—.:, (918) 479-1801 FAX lgtag @sstelco.com
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RILEY GRACE WILSON stands beside her cardboard car which
will be a major new addition to the Founder’s Day May 11. Riley is
the daughter of Jeff Wilson who graduated from LGHS in 1991,
and she isthe granddaughter of Nita Wilson of Locust Grove.

Transform a coffee -_js
bag into something -~ §
artistic and win -

| W

| 5Prize Categories:

Most Practical
B Most Creative
8 Best Combination of Practical & Creative
M Best Use of the Words on the Bag
' Best Children's (12-years-old and under)

Entry Deadline: Apr. 25

Letitia Keene announces oll painting class

LG artist LetitiaKeeneis
teaching a2-day oil painting
class on May 2 and May 9
from 2:00-5:00 p.m.

The class costs $20 per
person, and Letitiawill pro-

vide all of the materials you
will need.

The class will take place
at Wonder City Coffeeandis
limited to 10 people.

Sign up in advance is re-

quired. Call Letitia at 918-
373-1685 or email her at
lgmozart@sstel co.com for

more information or to sign
up for the class.

FREE & OPEN TO THE PUBLIC *

APRIL 27, 7 PM

LOCUST 6ROVE HIEH SCHOOL

CALL FOR MORE INFO

q18-530-1902

OR VISIT OUR WERBSITE

LEARTSALLIANCE.COM

HATIONAL ENDOWMENT

HOW WE
BECAME HUMAN

far the ARTS

Read 2

MEA B'r" § the Hatior nal
pmtg"m rﬁﬂ"‘ tor the Nt::
ek },va'hk“’

P h'.lrif""'
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Police Chief Kasey Shaver l00ks .

to build community for LG

Locust Grove's new po-
lice chief Kasey Shaver has
alot of plans for our town,
and he has started putting
them in action already, in-
cluding stepped-up patrols,
safety checksand morecivic
and community involve-
ment.

Chief Shaver comes from
a law enforcement back-
ground. Hisfather retired af -
ter 25 yearsfrom the Depart-
ment of Corrections, and his
mother worked for ten years
at the Oklahoma Juvenile
Center.

“1 comefrom afamily that
cares deeply about others,”
Shaver said.

Shaver grew up in the
small southwestern Okla-
homa town of Manitou but
also spent alot of time trav-
eling.

“l grew up as a military
brat and spent a lot of my
childhood in Germany where
my father was stationed,”
said Shaver.

Rowland’s
Quick Shop

Open: 4 a.m.-10 p.m.

“Your Hometown
Convenience Store”

Smoked Bologna
Pulled Pork

Hestarted hislaw enforce-
ment career in Vici, a small
town in the Panhandle in
2014.

“l see Locust Grove as a
growing community with the
Google data center being
built and just the overall
progress here,” said Shaver.

“I"dliketo beableto build
the police department and get
back to building our commu-
nity relationship with the
town businesses and the com-
munity. I'mafamily oriented
person and | want my guysto
treat everyone like family.
Our jobisto protect and serve
the community, and | want
everyoneto feel comfortable
with talking to my officers

and me.”

Direct and open communi-
cation isimportant to Shaver.
“1 have an open door policy
and am able to be reached
when people have concerns. |
want to get more involved
with the community.”

“I"ve got a great group of
men and womenwho lovethis
town and arelooking forward
to working towards helping
the community.”

“I’m very proud to be here
and can't wait to take our de-
partment into the future.”

If you have not met Chief

LGMS to host

fundraiser event

The Locust Grove Middle
School Outdoor Education
program will have a
fundraiser on Apr. 20, at the
LG Upper Elementary, from
5:00 to 9:00 p.m. There will
be a spaghetti dinner and si-
lent auction. Anyone wanting
to donateto the auction should
contact Brad Cowan at 864-
2454,

BLack DRUG

Compounding Pharmacy

412 East Main Street
P.O. Box 669
Locust Grove, OK
74352
918-479-5223
918-479-6510 fax

Vi

Kevin Black, D. Ph.
Pharmacist
blackdrg@sstelco.com

e ) J—

Hm
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MONIESRAISED . .. An open mic poetry fundraiser for MS
research, sponsored by the Rural Oklahoma Museum of Po-
etry, brought in $460 at Wonder City Coffee on April 4. The
fundraiser was planned in part with the family of Emma Leigh
Bailey, who has MS. Pictures are Jason Bailey, Emma Leigh
Bailey, Jennifer Bailey and Alex Bailey.

LGAA meets April 10 at 5:30 p.m.

Members of the Locust GroveArtsAlliance will discuss
the upcoming visit of poet Joy Harjo and their plansfor the
annual Founder’s Day activities.

Local church plans Easter egg hunt

The First Baptist Church of Locust Grove is sponsoring
a community-wide Easter egg hunt starting at 10 am. on
April 20 at Gorda Park. The hunt will be for ages kinder-
garten through 6" grade. A prize egg will be givenin each

age category.

Member FDIC

&

Established 1949

Bank of

Locust Grove

“A Community Bank With Roots, Not Branches”

Phone: 918-479-5225
FAX: 918-479-8787

Online Banking: www.banklg.com
Voice Banking: 1-877-479-5225
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National Library Week highlights |mporta

During an average day in
Oklahoma, almost 37,000
adultsand childrenvisit their
local publiclibrary. They bor-
row more than 64,000 items,
ask more than 5,000 refer-
ence questions, attend 124
library programs, book more
than 9,000 internet sessions
onlibrary computers, andlog
almost 13,000 wireless
internet sessions with their
personal devices.

For an institution that had
been placed on “ deathwatch”
during the dawn of the
internet, National Library
Week is an opportunity to
highlight the continued vital-
ity, popularity and impor-
tanceof libraries. Thisyear’s
celebration, April 7-13, fea
tures the theme “Libraries =
Strong Communities.”

Themost recent published
statisticsfrom the Oklahoma
Department of Libraries
(ODL) illustrate that impor-
tant connection between
communities and local pub-
lic libraries with some up-
ward trends from the previ-
ous year, according to State
Librarian Melody Kellogg.

The statistics reflect activity
at Oklahoma smorethan 210
public library sitesin 2017.

“Circulation, program at-
tendance, visits, and use of
electronic library resources
are all up,” Kellogg said.
“Almost 2 million Oklaho-
manshavealibrary card, and
that’sup about 100,000 from
the previous year.”

Kellogg said there are a
number of reasonsto explain
the continued popularity of
publiclibrariesin Oklahoma.

“Historically, libraries
have always been able to
evolve with the times, inte-
grating new media and tech-
nology along the way in or-
der to serve the public,” she
said. “In smaller communi-
ties, libraries are often the
first to bring these new tech-
nologies to the public. Last
century, they may have had
the first public fax machine
in town. Today, they may
havethefastest internet con-
nection.”

Kellogg said federal and
statewide efforts have
brought greater capabilities
to local libraries, as well.

918-697-2086

klintpursleytrucking@yahoo.com

Office: 918-479-8583 Fax: 918-479-8584
P.0. Box 464, Locust Grove, OK 74352

“ODL helpslibraries use the
federal E-rate program so
they can improve and up-
gradetheir internet and com-
puter networks without
breaking their budget.”

“The Department of Li-
brariesalso usesfederal funds
to purchase a statewide li-
cense to a host of online in-
formation and reference
sourcesfor al libraries,” she
said. “Oklahoma library us-
ers now have access to mil-
lions of articles from maga-
zines, newspapers, encyclo-
pedias, and professional jour-
nals. They can accessthesein
the library or from home,
school, or office.

The statewide resources
also help local library bud-
gets, Kellogg said. “ Sincethe
most recent reference re-
sources are available online,
this can free up local library
funds to purchase materias
and services to meet other
needs in the community.”

Meeting those local needs

BOOK DONATI ON

f publlc libraries

Books and other suppliesfor children

was donated by PSO durlng “Week of the Young Child to the

local library.
is another reason public li-
braries remain so popular
according to Marea
Breedlove, Director of Lo-
cust Grove Public Library.
“Most of our funding
comesfromlocal taxpayers,”
Marea Breedlove said, “so
we have a connection to our
fellow citizensand we' reac-
countableto them. Our jobis
to know our community and
provide the resources, and
tools need to succeed.”
Anaverage day at the Lo-

--Photo by Courtney Ritter
cust Grove Public Library
reflects the diversity of ser-
vices offered, Marea
Breedlove said.

“We are welcoming to all,
and we do our best to serve
the people who walk in the
door. It may be an adult need-
ing to access a job applica-
tion online, astudent seeking
homework help, a patron re-
searching ahealth condition,
or parentslooking for educa
tional resourcesor entertain-

(Continueson Page7)

Turner's Laundry

&

S:rdsh & Dash Mini Storage

105 N. Wyandotte -- West Edge of Locust Grove
918-479-5759 or 918-479-5296
Lighted, Fenced & Video Surveillance
Owner: Movita Turner
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—Importance of public libraries—

(Continued from Page 6)
ment for their children,”
MareaBreedlovesaid. “Even
if you need a book we don’'t
havein the collection, we can
borrow it for you from an-
other library.”

Programming at thelibrary
alsoreflectsthe community’s
interestsand needs. Offerings
include weekly storytime ac-
tivities for pre-school chil-
dren, summer reading pro-
grams, adult programs, ac-
cessto free self-service scan-
. - - :

ning and faxing, 6 public
computers and accessto open
wi-fi.

Kellogg said the activity at
the Locust Grove Public Li-
brary isan exampleof what's
happening at publiclibraries
across the state.

“Occasionally we meet
people who are visiting ali-
brary for the first time in
years, and they’ re amazed at
the variety of services be-
yond books,” Kellogg said.
“Thechildren’'sareaisfilled
with activity, and theold card
catalog is now online.”

Kellogg said it’simportant
to remind them that the mis-
sion of the public library re-

mains the same: to provide
free and open access to ser-
vices and information re-
sources, and to foster lifelong
learning. “That's what we
continueto do. It just may be
accompanied withmorebells
and whistlestoday.”

To view statewide statis-
ticson Oklahoma'spublici-
braries, visit:
libraries.ok.gov/nlw2019.

For information on the
L ocust GrovePublic Library,,
visit the library at 715 E.
Main St. , or online at
wwwilocusigrovdibrary.okplsorg;
or contact
locugtgrovelibr mail.com
or 918-479-6585.

=D First
1D Bank

T (918) 479-5001

Locust Grove, OK 74352

First Bank @

724 E. Main St.
P.O. Box 250

F (918) 479-8036

Quantie Auto Supply

Harold Jr. & Georgeann Quantie - Owners
Family Owned & Operated for over 40 Years

Phone (918) 479-8797
Fax (918) 479-8796

Hwy 82 South, P.O. Box 428
Locust Grove, OK 74352

()

g

CAMPING OUT ... Children enjoy storytimewhilelistening to
a book read by the local librarian at Locust Grove Public Li-
brary last week during “ Week of the Young Child.” Storytimeis
aweekly feature, but the addition of a tent gave the weekly story
hour another layer of enjoyment, another step up in the make-
believe experience.

<« WONDER CITY COFFEE w=»
(918) 4792885 o

118 E Main St.
Locust Grove OK 74352

liquidjoy@wondercitycoffee.com

Monday-Thursday: 8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Friday: 8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Saturday: 9:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Sunday: Closed
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ARTWORK was everywhereto be found at the Locust Grove Public Schools* Night of the Arts’
held at the high school March 28.

Yl it
a1 00

SHANEY O'DELL is pictured in front of just a small part of
her students’ work thisyear at theannual “ Night of the Arts” at
the high school March 28. O'Dell has also been named the
LGHS Teacher of the Year.

Art students produce
‘Night of the Arts’

Art, band, choir and drama students presented their an-
nual “Night of the Arts' production for the community on
March 28.

The cafeteria section was completely filled with the art-
work of the students in Shaney O’'Déell’s three classes. A
wide variety of art work wasdisplayed in animpressivefor-
mat and the different categories on show.

The middle school choir, directed by Eric Yoder opened
the music portion of the evening with “Obwisana’ by Vic-
tor C. Johnson.

Thehigh school choir, also directed by Yoder, sand “Ain't
Gonna Let Nobody Turn Me Around” and “Homeward
Bound”

The high school band performed next. Directed by Jason
Marshall, the group played “Cimarron Fanfare,” aswell as
Fanfare and Fireworks,” and “ The Tempest.”

The high school drama class, directed by Sherry Mills,
presented the play “ The Ever After.”

“You useaglassmirror to see your face; you useworks
of art to see your soul.”
--George Bernard Shaw
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PRIZESY
WRITE
ABOUT

OUR

TOWNY

Write an original poem of 10-24 lines about LEG--past,
present or future!

Email or bring poem to ROMP Rummage Store

ey, F

Big

The LGAA is excited to
announce that the national
program director of the NEA
Big Read program will be
coming to Locust Grove
April 25-28. Joshua Feist,
who worksfor Arts Midwest,
which administers the Na-
tional Endowment for the
Arts Big Read program, will
be visiting with the LGAA
and attending Big Read
events during his stay.

Feist has worked for Arts

Midwest since 2008. He theArtsaswell asnonprofits

&

JOSHUAFEIST

works collaboratively with
the National Endowment for

CowaN INsuRANCE AGENcY LLC

Magen Willis -- Agent
Hope Pirtle -- CSR

410 E. Main
Phone: 918-479-5273

Locust Grove, OK 74352

Auto - Home - Farm - Boat -Life - Bonds - Mobile Homes - Commercial

Fax: 918-479-5809

Anchor Stone ompany

Crushed Limestone - Sand

Tulsa Dispatch: (918) 438-1060
Joplin Quarry: (417) 623-1011

Read director to visit LG

and libraries around the na-
tionto deliver engaging one-
book, one-community pro-
grams.

Feist's areas of expertise
include art history, commu-
nity-widearts programming,
emergency medicine, event
planning, grants administra-
tion, photography/
videography, project man-
agement, Salesforce data-
base administration/setup/
automation, stage manage-
ment and all things Star Trek.

In his artistic life, Josh
photographs events, perfor-
mances, and people as a
freelance photographer.
Many of his works can be
seen at his website
JFeistPhotography.com.

To meet Feist, you can at-
tend any Big Read event on
Apr. 26 or 27. The schedule
isat LGArtsAlliance.com.

The NEA Big Read is a
program of the National En-
dowment for theArtsin part-
nership with Arts Midwest.

S|
Rural Oklahoma

Museum of Poetry
6603 S. 438 - Locust Grove
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)
‘ MAIN STREET

Dt N T A L

Dr Dawid E. Henry

918-479-8020
mainstreetdentallocustgrove

409 E. Main Street Locust Grove, OK 74352

Support Our Local Businesses

Tuesday 10-1 & 2-6
Biofreeze, Essential Oil Blends, Whole Food Supplements available

Moore Family Chiropractic
Therapeutic Massage

Dr. Clinton Moore - Chiropractor
Stacy Moore - Massage Therapist

413 E. Main Street

P.O. Box 1471
(918) 479—2827 PhonejFﬂx LOCust GrOve’
Mon., Wed. & Fri. 9-1 & 2-6 OK 74352

a é é trles
smms AT 8 AM - PARADE AT 3 PM

LT Ek A
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Big Read art contest winners named

Students, grades 6th
through 12th and adults cel-
ebrated Joy Harjo's poetry
from How We Became

FIRST PLACE .

Human with the Locust
Grove Arts Alliance by cre-
ating art inspired by Harjo’'s
poetry. There was also an

"!'14

Mlddle school student Amy Cl ark won her

division with this |Ilustrat|on of one of Harjo's poems.

R
N

B}
L

505 E. Main

P.O. Bos 639

Locust Grove, OK
M-F 7:00-5:30 Sat. 7:00-2:30

Closed Sunday

adult category.

Artwork is hanging in the
LGAA gdlery. Artistsused a
variety of media: painting,
drawing, sculpture, mixed
media, etc., in their projects
to create art inspired by
Harjo’'s poetry.

ATulsaartist evaluated the
worksusing thiscriteria: evi-
dence of inspiration from
Harjo’'s poetry; creativity;
mastery/skill in particular art
medium used; difficulty.

The artist and judge
anonymously decided on
two place winners each for
the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd.

First place went to Amy
Clark for her inspired art of
“Fire” and “I Give You
Back.” Second placewinners
were Karlie Kerns for art
motivated by “I Am a Dan-
gerousWoman,” and Brianna
Loffer’s interpretation of
“Four Horses Songs.” Third
place recipients included
Jerah Bighorse with her art
influenced by “Morning
Prayers,” and LeaBrownfor

Builders Wholesale and
Hardware Supply

918-479-5214
FAX
918-479-3217

her artinspired from*“l Ama
Dangerous Woman.”

In the adult category,
Shaun Perkins won for her
creation inspired by “The
Song of the House in the
House.” Roxann Yates
placed second with her rep-
resentation of “ThisLand is
a Poem.” Alysha Little
placed third with her paint-
ing inspired by “ Remember.”

The gallery is open to the
public and aspecial celebra-
tion will occur April 10.

Join the LGAA in cel-
ebrating the BigRead inLo-
cust Grove. Thiskick-off cel-
ebration will include the
opening of the Big Read Vi-
sual Art Show, along with

cash awards given for the
entries, a presentation by
Rural OklahomaMuseum of
Poetry Director Shaun
Perkins, free refreshments,
opportunity information
about activitiesfor therest of
the month and more.

Everyone is invited. Cel-
ebrate the arts in our small
town. The artwork can be
viewed starting at 5:00 p.m.
The presentation of awards,
etc., will begin at 5;30 p.m.
The gallery will be open un-
til 6:30 p.m. Theart will then
be on display the rest of the
month.

NEA Big Read is a pro-
gram of the National Endow-
ment for the Arts.

Town Clean-up Day April 27

Thetown of Locust Grove has set its* Community Clean-
Up Day for April 27 from 8 am. until noon at the old high
school parking lot, corner of Wyandotte and Joe Koelsch

Drive.

Thisisaservicefor citizens of Locust Grove and L ocust
Grove Public WorksAuthority customersonly. A PWA state-
ment and an 1D must be presented prior to disposal.

In conjunction with the clean-up day, the LGPWA will be
accepting used car, truck and agricultural tires. The collec-

tionisnot for tire dealers.

For more information, call 918-479-5354.

Hometown
Shirt Shack

111 E Main Street
Locust Grove, Ok

918-479-5331
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Steal my Joy Harjo book

By Shaun Perkins

One of the first books of
poetry | bought was She Had
SomeHorsesby Joy Harjo. |
got it in 1983 right after it
came out. | was a student at
OSU and probably bought it
on the advice on my poetry
mentor at the time, T.R.
Hummer.

It was the first poetry by
an Oklahoma poet that |
owned. | wrote in it and
turned it into awell-used and
loved book. It went with me
to graduate school, and then
at my first teaching job at
Bartlesville High Schoal, it
wasinmy classroomwithall
my other books of poetry.

Students (anyonereally) is
more likely to read poetry if
it’s in its own book, not a
textbook.

When we did something
with poetry and my littleslim
books were pulled off the
shelves, herswas alwaysthe
firsttogo. Along with Louise
Erdrich and Robert Frost,
Lawrence Ferlinghetti, and
Edgar Allan Poe.

That was the first time |
lost the book. It didn’t par-
ticularly bother me—it went
to a student who obviously

“She Had Some Horses”
Is a powerful exploration
of womanhood'’s
most intimate moments.”

needed it more than | did. |
bought another copy. It even-
tually disappeared, too. |
taught at five more schools
after that one and bought the
book several more times.

Thecopy | havetoday isa
Norton reissue from 2008. |
don’t teach anymore, soit has
stayed in my possession.

Of this edition, Norton’'s
editors said:

“First published in 1983
and now considered a clas-
sic, “She Had Some
Horses’ isapowerful explo-
ration of womanhood's most
intimate moments.

Joy Harjo’'s poems speak
of women'’s despair, of their
imprisonment and ruin at the
hands of men and society, but
also of their awakenings,
power, and love.”

Our Big Read book is a
compilation of her poetry
from 1975 to 2001 and shows
how she expanded her sub-
jects, themes and stylesfrom

“One of the first books

of poetry | bought was

She Had Some Horses
by Joy Harjo.”

—Shaun Perkins

“She Had Some Horses.”

Shewrites about commu-
nity, family, love, bravery,
loss, injusticeand justiceand
al the things that make us
human.

| love her books, but any
of you are welcome to steal
them from me, also.
kkhkkhkkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkhkkhkkkhkkikx

Harjo, a Mvskoke/Creek
Nation citizen, has written
ten books of poetry, amem-
oir Crazy Brave, several
other pieces of nonfiction
and aplay.

A critically acclaimed
poet, her many honors in-
cludethe Ruth Lilly Prize, a
Guggenheim Fellowship,
the Josephine Miles Poetry
Award, the William Carlos
Williams Award, and the
American Indian Distin-
guished Achievement in the
ArtsAward.

She livesin Tulsa, Okla-
homa.

A nationd initiative of the
National Endowment for the
Artsin partnership with Arts
Midwest, the NEA Big Read
broadens our understanding
of our world, our communi-
ties, and ourselves through
the joy of sharing a good
book.

kkhkkkkkhkhkhkhhhhkkkkkkkhkhkhkkk*k

POETRYFRIENDS. .. JoyHarjoand Shaun Perkinsareshown
at apoetryreading heldin Northeastern State University in 2013.

—Book Discussion Groups—

(Continued from Page 1)

Big Read art contest occurred. Everyone read lines of po-
etry and some entire poemsand talked about what they meant
for themselves.

A drawing was held for aWonder City Coffee gift card of
$25. Bighorse won. Each week a discussion member may
enter for agift card.

Joy Harjo will meet the book discussion groups on April
27 during Wordfest at Wonder City Coffee. Check out
rompoetry.com for all the details of the day’s events.

About What’s Happening in LG

EDITOR’SNOTE: Whilethisnewdetter isproduced
by the LGAA and will contain that organization’s news,
we also want to publish information about any activities
in Locust Grove that our community might be interested
in.

If you have news on LG events, places, or people, or
want to place an ad in the newdl etter, please contact Betty
Perkinsat bl perkins@sstel co.com or 918-479-5617 (leave
a message if no answer). The newsletter can also be
viewed at |gartsalliance.com.

Submit pictures and stories (which we might have to
edit for space concerns) to the email address above.




