No. 41: December 2017

A FreelL ocal Newsletter
Sponsored by the Locust GroveArtsAlliance

Christmas Parade Dec. 5.

CHRISTMAS PARADE. . . Grand Marshal Marcia Payne
is wrapped up warm on a chilly night for the annual pa-
rade sponsored by the Locust Grove Area Chamber of Com-
merce Dec. 5. Payne owns DJ’s Diner which has been in
businessmorethan 30 yearson Main Street. Temperatures
hovered near 30 degrees when the parade began at 7 p.m.

Santa Shop scheduled
at Early Learning Center

The Early Learning Center will host its annual Santa
Shop from 8:30 am. until 12:30 p.m. on Dec. 12-13in
the school’s cafeteria.

Vendorswill offer inexpensive giftitemsthat children
might buy for their familiesfor Christmas. In years past,
vendors have provided craft items, Avon, jewelry, and
many other small gifts.

Vendorswill pay $10 to set up, and that money will be
used to give children who do not have money to spend a
chanceto buy items.

Santawill also be on hand to take class pictures with
the students and to hand out treat bags to each of them.
Each student will also receive afree picture of the class.

Other activities at the EL C this month are the annual
Christmas programs: Pre-kindergarten’sprogramwill be
at 9:30 am. on Dec. 13; kindergarten at 9:30 am. on
Dec. 7; First grade program at 9:30 am. on Dec. 8.

‘Love is. . . coffee in om’
New art show contest
announced by LGAA

“Love is a Battlefield,”
“LoveisStrong,” “Loveis
Alive.” Loveisamyriad of
things, as the song titles
suggest.

“All youneedislove”

“And all the Locust
GroveArtsAlliance needs
are artiststo enter our next
show and contest. “Love
is...” Show and Contest
February 14, 2018. The
Locust GroveArtsAlliance
IS sponsoring a gallery
showing of all formsof art
with the completed theme
“Love is...” Artists may
enter paintings, sketches,
composed poetry or prose,
photographs, mixed media
pieces, etc.,” show coordi-
nator, Roxann Yates said.

The entries will be dis-
playedinthe LGAA office
art gallery from Feb. 14,
2018 to March 14, 2018.
Thedeadlinefor enteringis
Feb. 7, 2018.

Previousshowsincluded
the In An Instant Photo
Contest and Show and the
Handmade Holiday Orna-
ment Contest and Show.

“This will be our third

gallery show since acquir-
ing thegallery hanging sys-
tem through a donation by
Bob L. Taylor. We appreci-
ate hisinterest in the arts,”
Yates said.

Contest rules are listed
below:

1. Create a piece of art,
no larger than 11”x14”
showcasing the theme of
“Loveis...” and complete
the sentence on your entry
form. Formswill be posted
at our website:
|gartsalliance.com thefirst
week of January.

2. The piece should be
made suitable for hanging
inthegallery.

3. Bring your art pieceto

(Continues on Page 4)
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Library plans pj party;
forgives overdue fees

Join us for the Annual
Christmas Pgjama Party on
December 12 from 5:30
until 7 p. m. We'll have
craftsfor kids(ages3—12).
This year, we'll be show-
ing amovieon our new flat
screen TV. No more pro-
jecting on to awhite sheet
for thislibrary. Did | men-
tion cookies? Yes, there
will be cookies AND
chocolate milk. We're
looking forward to seeing
you. Don't forget to wear
your PJs.

November was*“finefor-
giveness’ month at the li-
brary. A letter went out to
patrons with overdue
books forgiving them of
their late fines if they
brought afood donation for
the local food pantry. Ap-
proximately 60 pounds of
food has been collected.

ABCmouse.com is now
freeto al public libraries.
This program ordinarily
would cost an individual

$9.95 amonth but now we
are able to offer it for free
toall Locust GroveLibrary
patrons. Shortcuts have
been made on the public
computers to ABCmouse
and parentsare welcometo
accessit withtheir children
and take advantage of the
many learning activitiesof -
fered on ABCmouse.com.
Last but not least, LED
lighting has been installed
inside and outside the li-
brary. All of our former
fluorescent and halogen
light fixtures have beenre-
placewith energy efficient
LED bulbs. LED lightingis
easier on the eyes and an
energy efficient choicefor
lighting.

By Marea Breedlove,
Librarian

About WAhats Happening in LG
EDITOR’S NOTE: While this newsletter is produced

CHURCH NEWS
—

FUMC youth wrapped gifts

Christmas gifts can still be dropped off at the First

United Methodist Church to be gifted wrapped, saving
you plenty of time during this busy season.

Theyouth of the church will bewrapping giftsDec.13

and Dec. 17. Giftscan beleft on both of those daysfrom
1-5 p.m. Pickup of the giftsisfrom 7-8 p.m. on the same
day as drop off.

For those who bring their own wrapping and decora-

tive materials, the cost of getting the gift ready for giv-
ing is $2 per gift. If the youth provide the wrapping pa-
per and bows, the cost is $3 per gift.

Monies earned with go to help provide the activities

of the Methodist Youth Fellowship.

Get your church news here!

Send news items to
blperkins@sstelco.com

Moore Family Chiropractic
Therapeutic Message

Dr. Clinton Moore - Chiropractor
Stacy Moore - Massage Therapist

413 E. Main Street

P.O. Box 1471
(918) 479-2827 Phone/Fax Locust Grove,
Mon., Wed. & Fri.9-1& 2-6 OK 74352

Tuesday 10-1 & 2-6
Biofreeze, Essential Oil Blends, Whole Food Supplementsavailable

by the LGAA and will contain that organization’s news, we
also want to publish information about any activitiesin Lo-
cust Grove that our community might beinterested in.

Please contact Betty Perkins at bl perkins@sstel co.con
or 918-479-5617 (leave a message if no answer), if you
have news on LG events, places, or people f, or want tg
place an adinthe newsletter. AsLGAA isanonprofit orga
nization and the newsletter is provided free to everyone
advertising must support the publication of this newsl etter.
Your support is greatly appreciated.

918-697-2086

klintpursleytrucking@uyahoo.com

Office: 918-479-8583 Fax: 918-479-8584
P.0. Box 464, Locust Grove, OK 74352
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WINNING WINDOW. . . Todd Sparks of the Cottage Art
Galleryin Tulsa standsin front of thefirst placewinner in
LGAA'sChristmasWindow Painting Contest. Sparks picked
the window painted by Tristin Brunner and Suart Horton
at McFarland's Antiques as the winner of this year’s con-
test.. Second place went to Sydney Schwichtenberg for her
picture of a snow queen on the window at Wonder City
Coffee. Third place went to the LG 4-H Club who painted
the west window at Ingram’s Rod Shop. Emily Ackerman
won the people’s choice for her work on Bank of Locust
Grove's window. See ornaments winners Pages 6 & 10.

CowaN INsuRANCE AGency LLC

Justin Cowan -- Agent

410 E. Man Locust Grove, OK 74352
Phone: 918-479-5273 Fax: 918-479-5809

Auto - Home - Farm - Boat -Life - Bonds - Mobile Homes - Commercial

Lots of Winners.

LGAA contest firsts
In ornament, window

Members of the Locust
Grove Arts Alliance dis-
cussed the ornament con-
test and exhibit currently
open to the public in the
LGAA office when they
met Nov. 8.

Winnersof the ornament
contest were announced
Dec. 5, the night of the
Christmas Parade, spon-
sored by the Locust Grove
Area Chamber of Com-
merce. Winnersin each cat-
egory and the winner of
$50 each are Betty Perkins,
most  artistic; Sasha
Durnal, best use of nature;
Ali Pierce, most impactful.

Winners of the window
decorating contest, also
sponsored by the LGAA,
were Tristin Brunner and
Stuart Horton, first,
McFarland’'s Antique;
Sydney Schwichtenberg,
second, Wonder City Cof-
fee; Crystal Pritchett & 4-

&

. Turner’s Laundry

Stash & Dash Mini

105 N. Wyandotte -- West Edge of Locust Grove
918-479-5759 or 918-479-5296
Lighted, Fenced & Video Surveillance
Owner: Movita Turner

@)=y

Storage

H Club, third, Ingram’sRod
Shop west window; and
Emily Ackerman, people’'s
choice, Bank of Locust
Grove.

They also discussed the
need for morevolunteersto
keep the office on Main
Street open. Hoursarefrom
9am. until 4 p.m. Monday
through Friday, and 9 am.
until noon on Saturday.
One-half days can be vol-
unteered for aswell asfull
day timedlots.

SeeRoxann'Yatesmorn-
ings at the Wonder City
Coffee Shop or call her at
918-530-5321.

Yatesalsotold the group
that the LED sign which
was bought with a grant
from Northeast Oklahoma
Electric has arrived and is
ready to be programmed
and hanged.

Future fundraiser ideas
discussed were a doodling
contest, repeating the
Beans & Bingo event with
asilent auction, a mystery
dinner, and a bicycle ride.
No formal actions was
taken on any of these.

All fundraising money
earned goes to support the
scholarships and work-
shops presented by the
LGAA whichisa501 C-3
nonprofit, and all donations
aretax deductible.
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FACE LIFT. .

. Jane Rogers is shown with a part of the

paintings she contributed to the Senior Citizens Center’s
building. She was provided a backdrop for her painted by
Jason and Jared Turner who painted the building.

Love Is...

(Continued from Page 1)

the office or Wonder City
Coffeeor the LGAA office
to enter.

4. Enter the contest at
the cost of $10 per piece.

5. Artists workswill be
judged by three artists that
will not enter the contest.
First place will win $100,

be voted on by the public
on opening day of the
show—Feb. 14. 6. Judging
criteriainclude: originality,
presence, impact, clarity of
theme, skill, technique.
“Watch for details
posted soon at the LGAA
website: Igartsalliance.com
and on the Facebook

MASONSHELP 4-H CLUB. .. Members of Locust Grove

Covey Masonic Lodge #460 presents a check to the club
members which represents $2500 earned by them at the
Christmas in the Barn event, and $2500 matching funds
from the lodge. Pictured in the back row are Don Hanna,
Robert Porter, Burt Sievert, Dewey Talley, John Poe and
Charley Standingwater. In front are 4-H’ers Jimmy Vich,
Kaden Rhodes, Jessie Robinson and Dusty Ross. Barbara
Ross, one of the club’s sponsors, expressed thanks to the
lodgefor itsgift. “ We greatly appreciate every one of them,”
she said.

Member FDIC

a

Established 1949

Bank of

Locust Grove

second $50, t.hird $25' page;’ YateSS.aid. . “A Community Bank With Roots, Not Branches”
Honorable mentionswill be For more information o 016.479.5095  Online Bani ’ -
awarded ribbons. A contact Yates at one: 916-473- nline Banking: www.banklg.com
People'sChoiceawardwill  roxannperkins@gmeil.com, FAX: 918-479-8787  \Voice Banking: 1-877-479-5225
Rowland’s Phone: 479-5877 D J y S Hours: M-F
Quick Shop 10:45 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Open: 4 a.m.-10 p.m.

“Your Hometown
Convenience Store”

Smoked Bologna
Pulled Pork

Free Desserts Wednesdays!
When purchased with meal

Good Food. Good Service.
Good People.
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Astronomy class offers surprises

By Sydney Schwichenberg

| was conned into believ-
ing Intro to Astronomy
would be anything but pure
torture.

Entering the class, | be-
lieved | would be star gaz-
ing and havingindepth dis-
cussions about the Little
Dipper.

| realized very quickly
that | was extremely
wrong. Astronomy is a
class full of formulas and
calculating the distances,
speeds, weight, likes and
dislikes of stars and plan-
ets.

| asked a junior astro-
physicist maor if she un-

]
Freshman

at OU
]

derstood what was going
on while we both went
cross-eyed looking at our
weekly assignments. She
answered that we were be-
ing taught advanced cal cu-
lusand physics. I, the Pro-
fessional Writing major, al-
most dropped out of col-
legeright then and there.
Unfortunately, | can’t
hate everything about this
class, no matter how des-

Tracie’s Beauty Shop

L )3 Operators:
Tracie Wilkinson, owner
Kenley Burns

Sandy Burford

New Location Downtown
Locust Grove
918-479-6414

perately | try.

One shining part about
astronomy is a five-foot
tall astrophysicist major
from Turkey. Her name is
Tuba, and she is good at
everything. Asachild, she
was awarded ascholarship
to the country’s best,
schools . From there,
shewas accepted into
the“Harvard” of Tur->
key, and somehow,
she found her way to
the University of
Oklahoma.

She tutors me and a
friend, Emily, for As-
tronomy. A week before a
test, you can find us
huddledinthelight of Tuba
as she makes jokes about
the possibility of time
travel. Whichisapparently
incredibly possible.

After one of these study
dateswhile we walked her
home, Tuba invited us to
Turkishdinner with her. We
both screamed, “Yes, of
course!”

i N

When we arrived the
next night at her apartment,
we were met with one of
her threeroommates. Mary
isaninternational business
grad student from Taiwan,
and she was also in Span-
ish I. Surprise, shewasbet-
ter than me at it.
Mary is also un-
fairly adorableand
worked for Coca
| Cola over the
summer, and she's
eyeing a position
at Google within
the upcoming year.

There | was, sitting on
the floor of an apartment
with literal geniuses, and
with Emily, a film major
whose curiosity fueled
most of our conversation
that night.

We made the obligatory
smelly feet joke, because
every country that isn’t
westernized |leaves their
shoes at the door and we
weren't prepared for this.

(Continues on Page 6)

.

Quantie Auto Supply

Visit us at
rompoetry.com

Harold Jr. & Georgeann Quantie - Owners
Family Owned & Operated for over 40 Years

Phone (918) 479-8797 y N
Y

Fax (918) 479-8796

Hwy 82 South, P.O. Box 428
Locust Grove, OK 74352

Rural Oklahoma
Museum of Poetry
6603 S. 438 - Locust Grove
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Freshman at OU

(Continued from Page 5)

We abandoned our shoes at
the door and prayed no one
would stare too hard at our
in-desperate-need-of-a-
pedicure toes.

Tuba prepared us amedl
in her tiny kitchen. We atea
tomato soup with mint as
theonly spice. Mintisabig
thing in Turkey.

Throughout the meal,
Tuba would taste some-
thing and whisper, “More
mint” and throw another
handful with an innocent
gmile.

Also, yogurt. Yogurtisto
Turkey what ranch is to
Oklahoma. And me, being
the polite guest who is defi-
nitely lactose intolerant,
dipped everything | atethat
night in pounds of yogurt.

Mary gave us hot water
to drink when we asked for
beverages. She also made
usinstant milk tea, whichis
something that | strongly
believe should be a house-
holditeminAmerica.

At this moment, | fedl |
should say Mary weighs
maybe a 100 poundsand, to
my knowledge, ate two
separate dinners, a loaf of
sourdough bread, and a
Sweet potato.

Asthe night went on, we
watched a rerun of the
MTV Award Show while
eating gelatin candy from
Taiwan. Then, their
Columbian roommate wan-
dered wearing a leather

jacket. Somehow, we all
began to try to pronounce
‘perro’ which means' dog’
in Spanish. Probably. I'm
only in Spanish |, sodon’'t
take my word.

We discovered Mary
hardly ever used an ‘r’
sound, if ever, in her lan-
guage. The two fought
back and forth as they
screamed “No, Perrrrrol’
and“Pello.”

Unfortunately, the night
had to cometo anend, and
| left with an appreciation
of the people! had met and
loving Tuba more than
ever, if that’seven possible.

Tuba is going back
home at the end of Decem-
ber to continue her studies
inIstanbul, where shewill
graduate and probably
change the world with
groundbreaking discover-
ies.

| know that when | look
up into the stars now, I'm
going to remember the
headache of astronomy,
but | am also going to think
about how Tubahelped me
understand it.

Erica Schmitt_=="

e'F.‘.uw\[ cal Floris ﬂr*

d\cgt\f’uf w006

Flowers, Gifts, & More

N 9184797775
S 612EastMain _~

MASONS MATCH FUNDS. .

.Membersof the Covey Ma-

sonic Lodge matched the $500 earned by the Locust Grove
Middle School CheerleadersOct. 14. The money will be used
to buy winter uniformsfor the girls. Masonic Lodge mem-
bers shown are, left to right, Steven Garrison, Cherokee
Ice, Richard Ross, Don Hanna, John Poe, Burt Siewert,
John Dodge, Dewey Talley and Charlie Standingwater.
Cheerleadersand sponsorsfromleft to right Danielle Bates,

Pam Bates (money manager),

(coach) and Jacy Peoples.

Macie Hurt, Lily Davis

Ornament Winner. . . Ali
Pierce stands beside her
Fourth of July ornament
which won for greatest
impact at the LGAA
Ornament Contest. Her
campfire ornament was
made of things found in
nature, including a red
leaf for fire.

== Nita Fox

Sisters Sweets

Donuts
Breakfast & Lunch
Open: 5 a.m. to 1:30

918-479-2677
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With the help of family,
friends, and the LGHS FFA,
the ROMP Rummage Store
was able to move from its
former location at 110 E.
Main acrossthe street to 105
E. Main and re-open for
business on Nov. 20.

The store is a non-profit
thrift store that opened in
February 2016 and existson
donations. The storerevenue
pay for the bills, upkeep,
supplies and exhibit items
for the Rural Oklahoma
Museum of Poetry (ROMP),
the store and the poetry con-
tests, workshops and pro-
grams that director Shaun
Perkins putstogether.

ROMP Rummagesellsall
kinds of useful items at
cheap pricesfor peoplewho
need them. In return, the
store hasallowed Perkinsto
continue her poetry work
with the museum and to en-
courage people to write po-
etry.

ROMP has two poetry
contests coming up, a
ROMP POW! (Power of
Words) Superhero Poem
Contest and the Oklahoma
Poem Contest.

Details of both contests
can be found at the store or
at the museum website:
ROM Poetry.com.

A new special day at

Compounding Pharmacy

412 East Main Street
P.O. Box 669

Locust Grove, OK
74352
918-479-5223
918-479-6510 fax

Brack Druc
g
5 4

Kevin Black, D. Ph.
Pharmacist
blackdrg@sstelco.com

5225 E. Hwy. 412
918-479-4224

New Building Complete!
More Lumber Supplies!

ROMP Rummage MOVes across street

ROMP STORE OWNER Shaun Perkins standsin front of
her new storefront on Main Street.

ROMP Rummage will be
Poetry Friday. Any Friday,
bringinan original poemon
any subject that you have
written and select a $3 item
for freeinreturn.

Also in December, with
any purchase, you will re-
ceive a $5 coupon for your
next visit. The couponisas-
sociated with a Christmas
Bucket List, and if you write
a poem associated with one
of the items on the list, you
can redeem the coupon.

*Gift Items
Groceries
*Snacks
eHardware
*Paint
*Roofing

Asintheoldlocation, the
store will also have a mu-
seum annex, although this
project is not complete yet.
Theformer annex displayed
anAutograph Poetry exhibit.
Thenew exhibitisaworkin
progress, and detailswill be
announced soon. The new
annex will be located in the
hallway and in the restroom
of the store. Yes, amuseum
inarestroom. Only in Locust
Grove.

The store will also be
open an extra day, as a new
volunteer has been added to
theall-volunteer workforce,
which includes Perkins,
Doris Rable and Betty
Perkins. Virginia Bayless
will beworking on Wednes-
days, so the store is now
open Wed., noon-4 p.m. and
Thu.-Sat. from 10-4.

For more information
about the store, like the
ROMP Rummage Store
page on Facebook or call
918-864-9152.
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New LGAA member Ioves herftown

New Locust Grove Arts Alliance member, Virginia
Bayless, volunteers her timeto the LGAA/Chamber of -
fice and ROMP Rummage Store.

“1 love meeting the people and see some of their real
needs. | enjoy promoting the town when working the
LGAA/Chamber office,” Baylesssaid.

Locust Grove is dear to her.

“I’ve lived here for more than 25 years and love the
small-town feel. | know if I’'m in need, someone will
help. We also have a variety businesses that will, hope-
fully, continue to grow,” she said.

Bayless's husband has worked at RAE Corporation
for more than 20 years. Her sonisan LG police officer,
her daughter-in-law isapolicedispatcher, and her daugh-
ter isanight supervisor at Sonic.

Her family has always seen Bayless'swork with arts
and crafts.

“The creating of art has been away for me to escape
and relax and to et go of theworriesof theday,” Bayless
said.

She lovesto paint, scrapbook, and sew.

“Painting hel ps me when troubled and givesmeaway
to be creative,” she said.

View Bayless's work at the LGAA/Chamber office,
above and below. She has painted ceiling tiles and cre-
ated handmade ornaments for the LGAA Handmade
Holiday Ornament Show/Contest.

1
VOLUNTEERING. .. Virginia Bayless sits at the checkout
desk at ROMP Rummage Store where she donates her time
on Wednesdays to help the community and the nonprofit
store operated by Shaun Perkins.

Hometown
Shirt Shack

111 E Main Street
Locust Grove, Ok

918-479-5331

Hometown

cp

[10nw[0u§isf1ir[s[ﬁri'@)(ld;ariﬂoo.cmn

Sara Van Hom  Owner

Anchor Stone ompany

Crushed Limestone - Sand

Tulsa Dispatch: (918) 438-1060
Joplin Quarry: (417) 623-1011
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CEILINGTILEART...LGAA member Alysha Little holds
the ceiling tile which she painted for the organization’s of -
fice at 114 E. Main. The likeness is of Wilma Cowan, a
long-time Locust Grove resident, who is also the mother of
Justin Cowan. Justin and Linda Cowan donated the build-
ing which houses the LGAA and Chamber office.

LOCUST GROVE,

OKLAHOMA - USA

YARD OF THE MONTH. . . Ken and Barbara Smith, photo
at left, were awarded Chamber Yard of the Month for No-
vember. Their yard at 5982 E. 560 Road is full of holiday
blow-up characters.

Williams Agency

Brenda Williams New

Locust Grove Tag Agency
216 E. Main St./PO Box 1213
Locust Grove, OK 74352

(918) 479-1800

(918) 479-1801 FAX Igtag@sstelco.com




Page 10 What's Happening in LG  December 2017

Mummy & Me Dance raises $800 for LGUB

By Melissa McClendon

Morethan 100 families attended the L ocust Grove Up-
per Elementary first ever Mummy and Me Dance on
Thursday, Oct. 26. Dressed in their costumes, students
and parents danced to Halloween music and had their
photos taken by Marea Breedlove Photography.

Theideafor aMummy & Medanceis somewhat of a
spin—off, of the Daddy Daughter Dance held in the spring.
Only this dance was open to the entire family.

“Thedancewasahugehit,” said Locust Grove Upper
Elementary Principal, Shannon Hall. “ Families came out
and had agreat time.”

The event was a fundraiser for the school. Hall said
money raised from the gate, concession and photos helps
purchase resourcesfor teachersand suppliesfor the class-
room. The school usesfundraisersto help offset the cost
of materialsthe district is not able to purchase.

Fundraiser or not, students had a great time at the
dance. Blakely Saffell attended the event with her dad
Clay. The couple dressed as a donut maker and a giant
donut. Saffell said her dad was embarrassed because, “he
was wearing abig donut.”

“That was probably the best part. | got to see all my
friend’scostumes,” Saffell said.

LGUE Librarian Kathy Stephens a so opened the Scho-
lastic Book Fair the night of the dance. Parentswere able
to taketheir students and browse the book fair aswell as
attend the dance. Stephens said watching the parentscome
into the book fair dressed up with their kidswas alot of
fun. Opening the book fair the night of the fundraiser
was also aprofitable decision.

“We made $800 in an hour and ahalf, so it worked out
really well,” Stephenssaid. “They all looked really cute
shopping in their costumes.”

MUMMY AND ME. . . Clay Saffell and his daughter,
Blakely, dressed as a donut maker and a donut for the
Mummy and Me Dance at the Locust Grove Upper Elemen-
tary Oct. 26. -Photo by Marea Breedlove

artistic for “ Christmas Time,” and Sasha Durnal won for
best use of nature for her ornament, “Red Bird,” in the
L GAA sponsored Ornament Making Contest.

= WONDER CITY COFFEE =
(918) 479-2885 EST. 2016

118 E Main St.
Locust Grove OK 74352

liquidjoy@wondercitycoffee.com

Monday-Thursday: 8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Friday: 8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Saturday: 9:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Sunday: Closed




December 2077

Whats Happening in LG  Page 11

Robotics team qualifies for regionals

Locust Grove High
School’s robotics team,
“Davy JonesLocker,” made
history for the school on
Saturday, Nov. 18 when
they finishedfirst at Bishop
Kelley High School in
Tulsa to qualify for the
OklahomaRegional Cham-
pionship in February in
Weatherford.

A successful finish at
Southwestern State Univer-
sity in Weatherford would
earn the team a spot in the
Super Regional Competi-
tion in Athens, Georgia in
March. The team’'s goal is
to be selected to compete
at Worlds in Houston in
April.

The team is hosting a
gualifier tournament Jan. 6
at the high school gym.
Teamsfrom Oklahoma, Ar-
kansas and Missouri will
compete. The publiciswel-
come to attend any part of
the competition. The team
will have a concession
stand, and is looking for
volunteersfor the event.

This qualifying tourna-
ment isone of eight held in
the state which teams can
enter in the hopes of getting
into the OklahomaRegiona
Championship Tournament.
Teams can enter two quali-
fying tournamentsin an ef-
fort to reach that goal.

Teams are judged on ro-
bot performance, team in-
terview, engineering note-
book, and its overall de-

DAVY JONES LOCKER. . . Members of the Locust Grove High School Robotics Team,
“Davy Jones Locker,” include, from bottom left kneeling: Mackenzie Newton, Josh Rob-
erts, Paxton Brown; Standing, left to right, Kyla Labit, Kaden Rhodes, Drake Brown,
Nathan Briggs, Elisha Thomas, Logan Sharp, Emily Ward, James Richardson, Josh Cole,
Bennett Brown, Jimmy Vich, Remington Ward, Caleb Gottlab, Tom Rehl (mentor and
network administrator), Jace Campbell and Karen Vich (mentor and STEM teacher at
LGHS. Not pictured are Theoria Lovell and Brenten Turner.

meanor and performance
during the tournament.

“Teamswill bearriving
as early as 7:30 am., ac-
cording to Tammy Ward,
parent mentor, who helps
out with outreach and en-
gineering notebook, “and
they will do their team in-
terviews, trial runs with
their robots, and set up
their displays until about
noon.”

Opening ceremonies
will be at noon, and the
robot competition will be-
gin at 12:30 p.m. Admis-
sionisfree.

Karen Vich heads the

high school robotics team
as STEM teacher. She is
joined onthe advisory team
by Tom Rehl, network ad-
ministrator for the school;
Linda Rhodes, mentor and
school sponsor whoisalso
a second grade teacher;
Scott Labit, a parent men-
tor who helps with techni-
cal advice.

“Thetalent of thesekids
isjust amazing,” Ward said.
She said that as middle
school students, they
started with Lego robotics
and have moved into the
Tech Challengerobotics.

Membersof theteam are

James Richardson, Josh
Roberts, Paxton Brown,
Nathan Briggs, Bennett
Brown, Mackenzie New-
ton, Remington Ward,
DrakeBrown, Jmmy Vich,
Josh Cole, Cale Gottlab,
Emily Ward, Kyla Labit,
Elisha Thomas, Logan
Sharp, Jace Campbell,
Kaden Rhodes, Brenton
Turner and TheoriaLovell.

The team will sat up a
booth and sold Christmas
ornaments they made us-
ing the Laser engraver. Or-
ders for the ornaments at
$3 each can betaken by any
of the adult leaders.
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Wonder City Coffee entertainment set

Wonder City Coffeewill
have a jam-packed enter-
tainment event calendar in
December, starting with the
first foosball tournamentin
the shop.

The David Fishinghawk
Memorial Foosball tourna-
ment on Dec. 8 will honor
David, who loved the
game, and hisfamily.

Half of the tournament
proceeds, including extra
donations, will goto acol-
lege scholarship fund for
David's daughter Maddie.
So come out to support
Maddie, watch some great
foosball, or even enter the
tournament. The tourna-
ment will start at 5:30 p.m.

On Dec. 11, Monday,
bring your kiddos to enjoy
Juice Box Jamswith Sarah
Spurrier, from 10:30-11:00
am. Sarah presents a pro-
gram of music, stories and
fun with preschoolers and
young kids at the coffee
shop every second Mon-
day.

On Dec. 15, the popular
Painting with Pam makesa
return appearance. This
time Pam Quantie will
teach participants how to
paint a Christmas-themed
picture of an evergreentree
branch with a Christmas
ornament. This free work-
shop, sponsored by the
LGAA, isaready full, but
you can call and get your
nameonthewaitlist, incase
someone cancels.

Bring thefamily, adate,
some friends, or just your-
self to enjoy a classic
Christmas movie on Dec.
22. The popcorn machine
will be brought out and ex-
cellent free popcornwill be
served for your dining plea-
sure during the movie,
which starts at 5:30 p.m.

The popular Open Mic
will makeitsreturn on Dec.
29. Entertain the audience
with acard trick, astory, a
poem, a dance or song or
any entertainment of your
choice. Cash prize for the
winner. Sign up by 6:00
p.m. to participate.

"

GIVE THANKS. .

_B W_m

STORYTELLER. . .
during hisperformanceasapart of the national event called
Tellabrations, sponsored by the Locust Grove ArtsAlliance
at Wonder City Coffee Shop.

Choogie Kingfisher plays the flute

. A'large group of painters turned out for a workshop presented by

Heather Williams Davis of Honey Hush Creations on Nov. 10 at Wonder City Coffee.
Forty people painted crosses and added the words “ Give Thanks.” Sarah Coday assisted
Davis and also took this picture.



