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Hero Costume Contest
deadline is January 21

The Locust Grove ArtsAlliance is sponsoring a cos-
tume contest with judging and prizes at the 1% Pryor
Creek Comic Convention Jan. 21, 2017, at the Graham
Community Center in Pryor.

To enter, make an original comic book hero costume
made only of paper, cardboard and tape. The costume
can be displayed on a hanger or mannequin or can be
worn.

Cash prizeswill beawarded in three categoriesof Most
Creativeor Artistic, Most Technically-Difficult and M ost
Original. Therewill be prizesin three age groups: 13-6"
grade, 7"-12 grade and adullt.

For moreinformation, visit Igartsalliance.com or pick
up aflyer at Wonder City Coffee, 118 E. Main.

LGAA plans Beans/Bingo
night at VFW Feb. 9

TheLocust GroveArtsAllaincewill host afundraiser
on Thursday, Feb. 9 from 6-8 p.m. A beansand cornbread
dinner will be served. Bingowill follow with* cool” prizes
offered.

Also, In store will be ajunk drawer baggie sale with
small bags of uniqueitemsfor $1 and large bagsfor $3.
They can be bought at any time during the evening.

The cost for the dinner and bingo is $10. The LGAA
has very few fundraisers, and needs the support of the
community to continue to help Locust Grove teachers,
students, and artistsin the community.

TheArtsAlliance providesfundsfor teacher supplies,
art supplies for area artists, sponsors art contests and
events, paysfor arts scholarships and more.

Beans and Bingo will be held at the VFW Hall. For
moreinformation, visit Igartsalliance.com.

Creative Community group wants town’s input -- Page 1 1

LG citizens needed
to attend CC meet
at VFW Jan. 19

On Thursday, January 19, LG Creative Communi-
tieswill be holding atown meeting that everyoneis
encouraged to attend. The LGCC group has been
meeting since March of 2016 and isworking on ways
to bring peopletogether and discusswaysto improve
our town.

Oneof themain goals of LGCC isto comeup with
aplan and funding to create amuch-needed commu-
nity/event/recreation center in town that is available
for al peopleto use.

Creative Communities is a 20-month initiative/
project from the nonprofit organization Creative Okla-
homa. In February, 2016, the Oklahoma City-based
organization picked 8 townsin the state to work with
over thistime period. They are hoping to help LG to
improve quality of life by exploring creative waysto
make positive changesin business, culture, etc.

The OKC facilitator for Locust Grove, Suzann
Wade, will be at thismeeting and will help explainthe
Creative Oklahoma project to theaudienceand to help
people get acquainted with one another and with the
proj ect.

The LGCC committee currently does not have a
chairperson, but questions can be directed to Shaun
Perkins, okiestoryteller@gmail.com, 918-864-9152.
Moreinformation can befound at LG Creative Com-
munities on Facebook.

The meeting on Jan. 19 will be held at the VFW
Hall, starting at 6:00 p.m.

Please plan to attend the meeting if you livein Lo-
cust Grove and can help in any way to plan and get
involved in creating a great future for our town.
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ROMP Poem Contest
deadline is Jan. 7

The deadline for the Rura Oklahoma Museum of
PoetryPOW! (Power of Words) Poetry Contest ison us.
Compose and enter an original poem about an original
comic book hero.

Winnerswill be announced at the Pryor Creek Comic
Convention Jan. 21, 2017. Thecontest isfor al agesand
hasthree categoriesof K-5", 6-12" and adult, with cash
prizesin each category.

For an entry form and more information, visit
rompoetry.com or pick up aflyer and entry form at Won-
der City Coffee, 118 E. Main.

LG Seniors plan Jan. 7 dance

The Locust Grove Seniors will begin the New Year
with adinner, danceon Jan. 7 at the O. W. Killam Com-
munity Building.

The group stresses that the event, as are all of their
events, is open to the public. “You don’'t have to be a
senior to come,” Janet Rogers said.

The dinner will be held at 5:30 p.m. on that Saturday
night, and the dance will be held from 6:30-9 p.m. The
Hole in the Wall Gang will provide music. Cost of the
meal and danceis $6.

No dance was held in December, but the group did
get together for a Christmas party. The Locust Grove
Coalition furnished the meal which was cooked by Toni
Turner, “our fabulous cook.” The group members ex-
changed giftsand therewaseven avisit from SantaClaus.

Write it on your heart that every day
is the best day in the year.
-- Ralph Waldo Emerson

CowAN INSURANCE AGeNncy LLC

Justin Cowan -- Agent

410 E. Main Locust Grove, OK 74352
Phone; 918-479-5273 Fax: 918-479-5809

Auto - Home - Farm - Boat -Life - Bonds - Mobile Homes - Commercial

LGAA meets Jan. 11 at VFW

TheLocust GroveArtsAlliancewill hold its Janu-
ary meeting on Jan. 11, at 5:30 at Wonder City Cof-
fee, 118 E. Main.

The LGAA is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization
that isdedicated to promoting, supporting and grow-
ing the arts in our community. It is open to anyone
and always likes to see new people come and help
plan and brainstorm ideas.

The LGAA will be hosting two big eventsthisyear,
the Founder’s Day Art Show and the Wonder City
Arts Festival. Please come
and help usplanthese events
and more. Everyoneinvited.

For more information, B>
contact LGAA President
Jennifer Henson, I8
jenniferh@rae-corp.com or
918-530-1902 or visit
|gartsalliance.com.

About Whats Happening in LG

EDITOR’'SNOTE: While this newdletter is produced
by the LGAA and will contain our organization’s news, we
also want to publish information about any activitiesin Lo-
cust Grove that our community might beinterested in.

Please contact Betty Perkins at bl perkins@sstel co.com
or 918-479-5617 (leave a message if no answer), if you
have newson LG events, places, or peoplefor inclusionin
futureissues. For advertising, call Roxann PerkinsYates at
918-530-5321 or email at roxannperkins@gmail.com. As
LGAA is a nonprofit organization, advertising must sup-
port the publication of thisnewsd etter. Your support isgreatly
appreciated.

918-697-2086

klintpursleytrucking@uyahoo.com

Office: 918-479-8583 Fax: 918-479-8584
P.0. Box 464, Locust Grove, OK 74352
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Locust Grove part of SST’s Big Pix

k b

SST AT WORK. . .

Scott Tye, left, and Brad Hokit, work

inside SST’sfiber trailer stripping the ends of fiber cables.
Tiny glass strands within the cables are placed into spe-
cialized equipment where heat fuses the ends together.
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A Locust Grove neigh-
borhood - one mile east of
the intersection of State
Highway 82 and Alt 412 -
will aways have the dis-
tinction of being SST’sfirst
fiber-to-the-home neigh-
borhood. FTTH became
availablethereinlate 2015.

A year earlier, SST had
begun vigorous upgrades
to its network in order to
offer faster DSL and VDSL
Speeds throughout it 600-
square-mile service area.
At the sametime, the com-
pany began burying more
fiber, using outside con-
tractorsin order to proceed
more quickly.

Other upgrades in and
around Locust Grove in-
clude providing a10 Mbps
fiber connectionto the L o-
cust Grove Public Library,
expanding fiber capacity
between L ocust Groveand
Sdling, andinstalling anew
remotein Iron Post, south-
east of Locust Grove.

“Locust’s FTTH neigh-
borhood wasthe beginning

- Turner’s Laundry

&

Stash & Dash Mini Storage

105 N. Wyandotte -- West Edge of Locust Grove
918-479-5759 or 918-479-5296
Lighted, Fenced & Video Surveillance
Owner: Movita Turner

@)=y

of alengthy multi-year pro-
gram to deploy fiber
throughout our territory,”
said Jerry Prather, SST's
outside plant manager. “It
took 70 years to build the
existing copper network.
Thereisnomagic bullet for
rolling out afiber-optic net-
work.

“It will require a sus-
tained vision by the com-
pany for year-after-year in-
vestment and long-term
dedication and persever-
ance by our construction
crews.”

Everyone at SST has
rolled up their sleeves for
the long haul to deploy
FTTH.

Big challenges have
faced SST since its incep-
tion in 1945. It has taken
on each new technology in
order to bring big city ser-
vicestoitscommunitiesand
to meet the needs of itsru-
ral customers.

In fewer than 20 years,
the company has pro-
gressed from dial-up
Internet (1996) to DSL
(2001) to VDSL (2014) to
fiber to the home (2015).

Headquarteredin Salina,
SST is proud of its local
employeesandloca offices,;
focused on excellent cus-
tomer care; and,committed
toall itscommunities.

SST: We don't just say
we'reloca ... Wearelo-
cal.
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Saturday night entertainment planned
at Wonder City Coffee Shop on Main

A new gathering placein
town, Wonder City Coffee,
hasliveentertainment every
Saturday night that ranges
from musicto storiestoin-
teresting conversationsand
games. The January lineup
isfull of great offerings.

OnJan.7,from7-8 p.m.,
cometo 1st Saturday Story
Hour, an hour of
storytelling from master
tellers, old-timers and im-
promptu tellersinthe audi-
ence. Thisis a great com-
munity experience, and
people can learn some fun
things about our town and
people.

Returning for the third
timeon Jan. 14, Ed “Home
Skillet” Biggs, Tulsa, will
be here to play some great
rock, blues and folk tunes.
Biggsisaready aWCCfa
vorite. Hewill play from 6-
8p.m.

On. Jan. 21, WCC will
have a very specia guest,
paranormal investigator
Ken Storch, who will give

atak that he says proves
beyond areasonabl e doubt
of the existence of E.T.
Storch hasbeen on Ancient
Aliens, COPS, and other
shows. Don’t miss it—
from 6-7 p.m.

Unofficial town historian
Hugh Calery, Jr. will be
presenting a special side
show and video presenta-
tion about Locust Grove
on Jan. 28, from 6-8 p.m.
Callery hassomegreat sto-
ries about LG history, and
will beshowingaclipfrom
the infamous Goose Grab
that used to be held in Lo-
cust Grove at Thanksgiv-
ing.

Looking ahead to Feb-
ruary, you also will not
want to miss the Feb. 11
poetry reading and presen-
tation from Emily Kzany,
called Love You to Death:
Valentine Poetry. Kzany is
a teenage goth poet from
Yukon, OK (or is she?)
who will bestow some of
her dark, heart-wrenching

poetry upon the good town
of Locust Grove from 5-6
p.m. She will also have
someof her booksavailable
for purchase.

All events at Wonder

City Coffee are free and
open to the public. For
more information, visit
Wonder City Coffee on
Facebook or call 918-479-
2885.

Local photographer has work
chosen for OKC exhibition

Roxann Yates, amember
of theLGArtsAlliance, has
had one of her photographs
accepted for the Individual
Artists of Oklahoma show
Jan. 20-Feb. 10 in Okla-
homa City. The annual
juried show will feature art-
ists from all across Okla-
homa. The artwork will be
priced for sale.

Yates's 11 by 14-inch
photograph depicts a pair
of old, neglected, dirty eye
glassesonwhichawasp has
built its nest.

“1 wasdigging through a
box stored in the garage
when | came across the
glasses,” saidYates. “ There
was something about the

MUDDY VISION...is the
titleof Roxann Yates's pic-
ture chosen by a state or-
ganization for its exhibit.

way they looked that made
me take them out and shoot
aquick picture.”

She added that she
placed the glasses on an
orange covered table top
with the sun shining though,
creating a reflections in
front.

The IOA exhibit will be
at 706 SheridanAve., Okla-
homa City.

Member FDIC

Established 1949

Bank of

Locust Grove

a

FAX:918-479-8787

“A Community Bank With Roots, Not Branches”

Phone: 918-479-5225 Online Banking: www.banklg.com
Voice Banking: 1-877-479-5225
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SAM THE SKUNK is a legal resident of Mayes
County and Oklahoma and lives with Mayes and
Wanda Key.

This tale (tail) smells just fine!

Samisal-1/2 year old skunk. Heweighsinat 12
pounds. Sam was born in lowa, and at the age of
eight weeks, wemet him at the airport. Sam flew in
on American Airlines and became a member of the
MayesKey Family.

The game warden came to our house to make
sure he had agood home. He has al his shots, and
yes, he is descented. The game ranger issued a li-
cense for him to be legally in Oklahoma. As far as
we know, Sam isthe only legal pet skunk in Mayes
County.

He loves to play and eats fresh fruits and veg-
etables. We order a specia food for him. Heis shy
when people cometo visit. He hides until they leave.

--Written by Wanda K ey

Editorial: Downtown
needs an art gallery

Willard Stone. Jason
Stone. VernaBates. Connie
Jenkins. Joan Shoemaker.
Ben Shoemaker. Bill Glass,
Jr. Demos Glass. Roy
Boney, J. Dwight Stone.
LindaStoneCallery. Letitia
Keene. Ray Grass. LaTasha
Duncan, LetitiaKeene.

This is only the begin-
ning of thelist of skilledand
award-winning artistswho
grew up and/or still livein
Locust Grove. Theseartists
have a wide variety of
world-class honors and
awards they have received
for their artwork.

We couldfill apagewith
the names of wonderful art-
ists from our little town.
Wouldn’'t it bewonderful to
have a downtown space
devoted to displaying and
perhaps selling the works
of our talented artists?

Continual research
shows that the arts bring
people to an area. The

Quantie Auto Supply

Harold Jr. & Georgeann Quantie - Owners
Family Owned & Operated for over 40 Years

Phone (918) 479-8797
Fax (918) 479-8796

Hwy 82 South, P.O. Box 428
L ocust Grove, OK 74352

We' Il help you find
just what you need
in auto supplies
in the New Year!

(i

LGAA, aong withthe LG
Chamber, continue to be
committed toimproving the
business and entertainment
climate in our town and to
revitalizing our downtown
area.

Our children deserve a
town that has things for
them to do in it and also
things in which they can
take pride.

The recently-opened
Wonder City Coffee dis-
playsartworksby somelo-
cal artists, and it would also
be great to have a whole
gallery/shop devoted to
this. There are empty
spaces downtown that pos-
sibly could befixed up and
used for such a purpose.

So many small townslike
oursarelosing their down-
town areas. Weredlize that
downtown is not the only
place that matters—we
have wonderful businesses
all over our area—but
downtown is still the heart
of a town. It is where
people can walk between
businesses and from their
homesand wherewe gather
for Founder’s Day, Christ-
mas and other celebrations.

We would love to have
moretouristsand visitorsto
our town, and people are
attracted to downtown ar-
easwherethey can seewhat

(Continueds on Page 8)
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Window contest winners announced

CHECK PRESENTATION. . . Jennifer Henson pre-
sented Ethan Simpson a check for $50 for hiswinning
entry in the Age 13-18 category of the ChristmasWin-
dow Decorating Contest sponsored by the Locust Grove
Arts Alliance. He painted the window at the Home-
town Shirt Shack.

laura.wilcoxen@yahoo.com
youravon.com/lwilcoxen

AVON

A company for women

Laura Wilcoxen
I ndependent Repr esentative

Contact me to buy or sell
918.200.M .

AGES 12 AND YOUNGER. . . Jennifer Henson, left,
president of the Locust Grove Arts Alliance presents
Sierra and Macy Hurt with a winner’s check at the
LGAA meeting Dec. 14. The girls painted the window
at Rowland’'s Quick Shop at the corner of Highway 82
and Main Street.

Locust Grove Animal Clinic

707 E. Main Street
Locust Grove, OK 74352

918-479-5496

918-479-8543 OfficeHours:
David Fleming, DVM Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am- 5:30 pm
davidthevet@gmail.com Sat. 8-Noon

After Hours Emergency ServiceAvailable

Rowland’s

Quick Shop
Open: 4 a.m.-10 p.m.

“Your Hometown
Convenience Store”

Busy tonight?
Order supper
to go!

Sisters Sweets

Breakfast & Lunch
Open: 5 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

918-479-2677

Donuts
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CLASSWINNER. . . Sydney Schwichtenberg, center,
and Dayanie Rivers, right, accecpt a $50 check from
Locust GroveArtsAlliance President Jennifer Henson.
The girls painted the winning window at the old bak-
ery storefront for the High School Art Class. Other
winnersin thewindow painting contest were Pat Maner
in the adult category, and the First Baptist Church
Youth Group in the organization category. Maner

painted her picture at the Graphiteez shop, and the
youth group painted the windows at Elaine's Beauty

Shop.

Moore Family Chiropractic

Therapeutic Massage

Dr. Clinton Moore - Chiropractor
Stacy Moore - Massage Therapist

E—Jr. } 413 E. Main Street
P.O. Box 1471
Locust Grove, OK 74352

(918) 479-2827 Phone / Fax

Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9-1 & 2-6

Tuesday 10-1 & 2-6

Biofreeze, Essential Oil Blends, Whole Food Supplements available.

READY FOR BUSINESS. . . Emily and Brandy
Sanderson stand in front of the counter at their new
business at 102 East Main..

LG Nutrition business
opens December 12

Many people today are more cautious and aware
of thefood they put into their bodies. They welcome
foods and drinksthat are nutritionally sound. A new
businessthat will feature just such products opened
in Locust Grove in mid-December.

Owners of the business at 102 East Main, Locust
Grove Nutrition, are Emily and Brandy Sanderson.

“We like the Locust Grove area,” said Emily. “I
wanted to openinaplacethat I'minterestedinliving
in -- one that has a good school system.”

The new shop has a variety of meal replacement
shakes and energy teas.

“We offer additional nutrition productsfor the en-
tirefamily,” Brandy said.

The public isinvited to come by the end shop in
the old In-N-Out Center to have a shake that tastes
good and is also good for the body.

Deals on Wheels

203 S. Wyandotte
=L Ocust Grove, OK. 74352
918-479-6650

Ted or
Mary
Pearce

Biack DrRUG

Compounding Pharmacy

412 East Main Street
P.O. Box 669
Locust Grove, OK ’\

918-479-5223
918-479-6510 fax

Kevin Black, D. Ph.
Pharmacist
blackdrg@sstelco.com
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LAMB SHOW AT FAIRGROUNDS. . . Corbin Packard,
Dylan Simpson and Logan Packard get their animalsready
for the November show. More pictures on Page 10.

“The arts are an essential element of education, just
likereading, writing, and arithmetic...music, dance, paint-
ing, and theater are all keysthat unlock profound human
understanding and accomplishment.”

—William Bennett, Former US Secretary of Education

<« WONDER CITY COFFEE =
(918) 479-2885 EST. 2016

118 E Main St.
Locust Grove OK 74352

liquidjoy@wondercitycoffee.com

Monday-Thursday: 8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Friday: 8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Saturday: 9:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Sunday: Closed

Editorial: art gallery

(Continued from Page 5)
the town has to offer and
then branch out from
there.

We hopethat owners of
empty storefronts will
work with us to make an
art gallery happen. We
hope that any interested

to our -ili]agi“ﬁﬁtion“‘\'

that we can.

fundraiserstofacilitatethe
purchase, renovation, and
opening of such agallery.
Also, we simply hope
that an artist or group of
artistsmight come together
and make this art galery
happen. LGAA members
would support itinany way

P TN

vid Thoreat Ve , i 74
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Ron’s Auto Repzliir

Ron Noble
Owner/Operator

918-479-2075

109 West Main
109 W. Main

Locust Grove, OK 74352

|
|

Anchor Stone ompany

Crushed Limestone - Sand

Tulsa Dispatch: (918) 438-1060
Joplin Quarry: (417) 623-1011
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Locust Grove teen gets honor from ‘Honor Fllght

“Being an artist is fun,
and I’'m thinking about
playing at places for free,
but maybe I'll be paid in
tips,” said Canton Little,
Locust Groveeighth grader
and musician.

Little composes music
and plays several instru-
ments—trumpet, piano,
trombone, baritone, uku-
lele, and drums.

“I played “The Star
Spangled Banner” with
Locust Grove resident
Christa Stark at the Mabee
Center for the Oklahoma &
Arkansas Honor Flight
group. | felt very honored.
There were a lot people
there,” he said.

Accordingtothegroup’'s

Facebook page, “ The Okla
homa& Arkansas (O & A)
Honor Flight is part of a
National Organization that
is dedicated to taking vet-
erans to Washington, D.C.
for aFREE one day trip to
seethememoriasthat were
built to honor their service
& sacrifices.”

Though Little, the son of
Alysha and Dustin Little,
hasplayed in large venues,
he has lived in Locust
Grovemost of hislife.

“1 like the community,
the history, and the
people,” hesaid.

Music is just one of
Little'screativeinterests.

“1 like to write poetry,
stories, and math equa-

Williams Agency
Brenda Williams

(918) 479-1800
(918) 479-1801 FAX

Locust Grove Tag Agency
216 E. Main St./PO Box 1213
Locust Grove, OK 74352

New
ocat\o“‘

Igtag@sstelco.com
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LOCAL ARTIST. . . Canton Little, an eighth grader at
Locust Grove Middle Schoal, is a musician of many

types of instructments.

tions. | also play magic,
chess and Dungeons and
Dragons,” he said.

His artistic flair is in-
spired by hisfamily.

“My family isavery tal-
ented and loving bunch,”

Little said. They excel in
areasof math, science, his-
tory and English.

Check out this young
artist next time he per-
forms, and consider leaving
atip!

AL

410 S, Wyandotte St.
Locust Grove, OK 74352

RAY'S AUTO REPAIR

Complete Auto Repair
Makes & Models

Ray Teigen

Owner / Operator
25 Years’ Experience - Work Guaranteed

Ofc: 918-479-4110
Cell: 918-981-0101
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JUDGING OVER. . . A
young lamb show partici-
pant leaves the arena.

Rural Oklahoma
Museum of Poetry
6603 S. 438 - Locust Grove

Winterizing Special Now!
Oil Change, Coolant, Tires Checked

LOCUST GROVE, OKLAHOMA - USA

OWNER

Phone: 479-5877

Hours: M-F

DJ

Free Desserts Wednesdays!
When purchased with meal

Good Food. Good Service.
Good People.

10:45 am. - 7 p.m.

~ CONCESSION. . . Behind

the counter at the Mayes
County Lamb Show in
November (top photo) are
John Poe, Dewey Talley,
Don Hanna, Samantha
Robinson, Lexi Hanna,
Linda Rhodes, Kaden
Rhodes, Kolbey Rhodes
and Janet Larsen. The
Locust Grove Masonic
Lodge presented a com-
bined total of $3,000to the
4-H Club and Band
Boosters. “ Thisisour one
and only fundraiser. For
every kid who turnsin a
book, we will pay half of
their camp expenses in
June at Quapaw Sky
Ranch,” said Polly
Robinson, Locust Grove
4-H |leader. Center picture
shows Regina Conn,
Janet Coger and Jennie
Passmore behind pots of
chili at the Covey Masonic
Lodge’'s fundraiser to
support the band boosters.
“Wehelpthelittleleague,
band, softball, and any-
thing that has to do with
the schools,” said lodge
member Dewey Talley.



