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Handmade Autograph Book

SPRING ROBIN. .. Marea Breedlove, one of the local atistswho
will have her work exhibited at the Founder’s Day Art Show, spon-
sored by the Locust Grove ArtsAlliance, took thisrobin pictureat
apark in Grove recently.

Founder’s Day
art show May 14

The 3rd annual LGAA Founder’s Day Art Show held
at the VFW Hall will be even bigger and better than the
first two. With more than 25 artists displaying and sell-
ing their works, a silent auction, demonstrations, and
more, the day will be an artistic blast.

Theshow runsfrom 10 am. to 4 p.m. Two Adirondack
chairs, footstools and one table crafted by Jerry Yates
will be raffled off that day. You may buy tickets from
LGAA members for $1 each or 6 for $5 before the art
show, or you may buy them during the show on Founder’s
Day.

The return engagement of the very popular
Fishinghawk Karate Studio firewalk and fire breakswill
be during the LGAA Founder’s Day Art Show.

“We have some new stuff for this year. Different ex-
citing fire breaks, and possibly a 20 foot fire walk. 10-
12 ftisnormal, so we aretrying something different this
year.” said David Fishinghawk.

(Continueson Page 7)

Mayes Key r"embe'rs
Yonkers of his youth,
stories of his service

Hewasborninastorein
the small town of Yonkers
that isno more. Heisavet-
eran of two wars. He is a
humble man who turned 90
years old in March. He is
MayesOrlando Key, and he
has been aresident of Lo-
cust Grove most of hislife.

Mayesistheyoungest of
fivechildren bornto Leoma
Estell (Stella) Holland Key
and James Jobe Key.

Named after his Aunt
May, Mayes said, “I’ve al-
ways had trouble with it.”

But Troubleissomething
Mayes and hisfamily have
always known how to deal
with.

“My parents had to cross
Grand River to go to Wag-
oner to be married. The
river was frozen and a
group of men had to cut a
channel through the ice so
the covered wagon could be
driven across it,” wrote
Wanda, Mayes' wife, in a
story about his parents.

As a child, Mayes also

(Continues on Page 8)

WAR MEMORIALS. .. MayesKey stands by hismedals. The one
framed on the left is the Bronze Sar, and the one framed on the
right is the Oklahoma Cross of Valor. Other honors are in the
display case.
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ORIGINAL DOODLE by Locust Grove's famed artist
Willard Stone.

Free dance lessons set

A free dance workshop
to learn Jitter Bug and
Swing dancing of the
1920sand 30sjazz erawill
be held June 3-4 at the
VFW Hall on north Broad-
way.

The workshop will be
taught by Louise Siddons
of the Scissortail Tradi-
tional Dance Society
(www.scissortail.org).

On June 3, the work-
shop will be held from
5:30 to 8:30 p.m., and on
Saturday, June 4 thework-
shop will runfrom noon to
4 p.m.

Everyone who attends
the workshop isinvited to
attend the monthly dance
at the Community Build-
ing which the Senior Citi-
zens sponsor.

Theworkshop isneeded
to help find dancersto per-
form in a play this fall
about Willard Stone’s
younger years. Dancersare
needed for the scenewhere

he meets the woman who
would become his wife,
Sophie Coger, at a honky
tonk in Oktahain 1940.

Dancers needed for that
scene can be high school
and adult ages.

April Stone, who is in
charge of the LGAA
Childen’s Theater, encour-
ages everyone to be a part
of this community-wide
celebration. Contact her at
918-729-0487 for morein-
formation.

Rural Oklahoma

Museum of Poetry
6603 S. 438 - Locust Grove

LGAA meets May 11 at VFW

The next meeting of the Locust Grove Arts Alli-
ance will be at 5:47 p.m., May 11, at the VFW Hall.
The group will be making final plans for its annual
art show during the town’s Founder’s Day event the
following Saturday, May 14.

In last month’s meeting, Roxann Yates reported
the newsletter has gone to 10 pages thanks to sup-
port from the community.

The 15 members present were given 30 ticketseach
to sell on the Adirondack furniture being made by
Jerry Yates to benefit the arts alliance.

The group recognized a donation from Clark and
MarciaMay.

Tristin Brunner has volunteered to do face paint-
ing on Founder’s Day, and Ray Grass and others
who worked on the Historical Mural at the corners
of Main and Broadway will berecognized at 10 a.m.
that morning.

Shaun Perkins reported on a new exhibit at the
Rural Oklahoma Museum of Poetry, a selection of
autograph books from the 1880's to the 1970's.

April Stonetalked about the Willard Stone Legacy
event, and that a play about Stone would be held by
the LGAA Children’s Theater at a date to be deter-
mined. The Pipe Springs production is still sched-
uled for July 8.

Chainsaw artist Mike Wheeler was given a grant
of $400 to replace a chainsaw which was stolen from
his property.

About What's Happening in LG

EDITOR'SNOTE: Whilethisnewsletter is produced
by the LGAA and will contain our organization’s news,
we also want to publish information about any activities
in Locust Grove that our community might be interested
in.

Please contact Betty Perkins at bperk @sstel co.com or
918-479-5617 (leave amessageif no answer), if you have
news on LG events, places, or people for inclusion in fu-
tureissues. For advertising, call Roxann Perkins Yates at
918-530-5321 or email at roxannperkins@gmail.com. As
LGAA isanonprofit organization, advertising must sup-
port the publication of this newsletter. Your support is
greatly appreciated.
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Callery presents hlstory of early LG

LG Creative Communi-
ties is a group working
with the Creative Okla-
homaorganizationina20-
month initiative to foster
creative ideas in our com-
munity.

OnMarch 18-19, asmall
group of LG citizens at-
tended the opening retreat
weekend hosted by Cre-
ative Oklahoma in Okla-
homa City for al 8 of the
communities selected for
this project.

Creative Oklahoma de-
scribes the project in this
way:

“Creative Oklahoma
will work intently with
these communities over a

twenty-month time period
to cultivate new ideas that
contribute to economic
growth and societal trans-
formation. We believe that
fostering a grassroots net-
work of Creative Commu-
nitiesis essential to the vi-
brancy of the state and will
help Oklahoma become a
nationally recognized des-
tination to live, work, and
visit.”

In keeping withthemis-
sion of the Creative Okla-
homa Initiative, Locust
Grove's history was dis-
cussed on March 25, at the
VFW Hall by Centennial
Committee member Hugh
Cdllery. Calery presented

CowaN INSURANCE AGENCY

Justin Cowan -- Agent

410 E. Main

Auto - Home - Farm - Boat -Life - Bonds - Mobile Homes - Commercial

Locust Grove, OK

FORMER NEIGHBORS. . .

—

Hugh J. Callery visits with Joan

Bennett, following his presentation on the history of Locust Grove.
The two lived next door to one another when they were growing
up. Callery lives in Owasso, but he said his volunteer hours are
spent in Locust Grove. In addition to the Creative Communities
project, heisalso a member of the LG Centennial Committee.

a dlide show of historical
town photos, and he gave
detailed information about
the photos. A brief discus-
sion of the Oklahoma Cre-
ative Communities Initia-

7 Turner's Laundr'y

&

S‘rash & Dash Mini S‘ror'age

105 N. Wyandotte -- West Edge of Locust Grove
918-479-5759 or 918-479-5296
Lighted, Fenced & Video Surveillance
Owner: Movita Turner

tive also took place.

Among the topics dis-
cussed were the roads of
travel.

State Highway 11 was
built in 1925.

“The highway ran from
the Arkansas state line
through Locust Grove to
Boise City,” Callery said.

In 1934 Highway 11 be-
came 33, and in 1982, 33
became 412.

In 1955 only 20 percent
of Oklahoma roads were
paved.

“Highway 82 north to
Salina and south to Peggs

(Continues on Page 6)
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Tag Agency moves down
Main, offers more services

The Locust Grove Tag
Agency hasanew location
and new services, too.
Owners Brenda and Jason
Williamstook over thetag
agency when Loy Willis
retired in January, 2015,
and Brenda runs the
agency now, with Loy and
Brenda's sister Becky
helping her out.

“We have been blessed
by the opportunity to have
the agency and also with
the purchase of our new
building,” said Brenda
Williames.

The new office site, lo-
cated at 216 E Main, was
more recently the law of-
fices of Tammy Ward.

“I havealwayslovedthe
building,” said Williams,
“and when the chance
cameupto purchaseit, we
didn’t passit up.”

Along with the new lo-
cation, Williams said that
they are offering some new
services, including
Pikepass services. Besides
vehicle registration and

title work, the tag agency
also offers notary services,
drivers licenses, Check-
Free bill pay and fax ser-
vices.

The tag agency is open
Monday through Friday
from 8:00 am. to 5:00 p.m.
and can be reached at 918-
479-1800. Thefax number
i$918-479-1801.

“We are very thankful
for our customers’ loyalty
over thelast year and ahalf
and we hopethat eachtime
they come to our agency
they know we appreciate
them and we will do what
we can to help with what-
ever they need,” said Will-
iams.

“We have been
blessed by the
opportunity to have
the agency and also
with the purchase
of our new
building.”
-Brenda Williams

Williams Agency
Brenda Williams

(918) 479-1800
(918) 479-1801 FAX

Locust Grove Tag Agency

216 E. Main St./PO Box 1213
Locust Grove, OK 74352

New
L ooa{‘ ont

lgtag@sstelco.com

I LouUST 6ROVE
1A ABENCY

NEWDIGSON MAIN. .. The Tag Agency, owned by Brenda
and Jason Williams, moved just over a block down Main to
216 E. Main last week. The agency isopen Monday through
Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. The phone number is918-479-
1800. The Williamses purchased the house which was most
recently owned by Tammy Ward for her law offices, just west
of Holman Company.

BlLack DrRuUG

Compounding Pharmacy

918-479-5223

412 East Main Street 918-479-6510 fax

P.O. Box 669
Locust Grove, OK ’\

74352 @
[urners LP Gas L] (|

Kevin Black, D. Ph.
Pharmacist
blackdrg@sstelco.com
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NEWBEAR TAKING SHAPE MlkeWheeIer workson a
chainsaw sculpture during the Founder’s Day activcities
last year. HE'll be back in the same spot, across from the

VFW.

LDGIJST GROVE,

Qezzy
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Mike Wheeler to make
second appearance
at Art Show May 14

By Shaun Perkins

If you work on trees for
aliving and have an artis-
tic eye, you might eventu-
ally end up becoming a
chainsaw artist. At least
that’s what happened to
Locust Grove's Mike
Wheeler, achainsaw artist
who has been making art
from trees for many years
Now.

“1 do tree work and al-
ways had a lot of wood
around to practice on so |
just decided to try and
make something out of it,”
Wheeler said.

That work got more dif-
ficult this winter when
Wheeler was watching his
son Jaiden at the state
wrestling tournament and
someone broke into his
house and stole his
chainsaws that he uses for
carving.

On Sale Now!
Stihl Chainsaws
with free carry case

Hwy 82 South, P.O. Box 428
Locust Grove, OK 74352

Harold Jr. & Georgeann Quantie - Owners
Family Owned & Operated for over 40 Years

Phone (918) 479-8797
Fax (918) 479-8796

()

After Rural Oklahoma
Museum of Poetry director
Shaun Perkins bought a
war memoria carving from
Wheeler for the museum,
the Locust Grove Arts Al-
liance decided to donate
funds for Wheeler to buy
new chainsaws.

Wheeler, who has four
children, Sam, Andrew,
Faith and Jaiden, grew up
in Tulsaand Claremore but
spent his summers in Lo-
cust Grove.

“I’velivedin Locust for
about twenty years,”
Whedler said, “And | really
enjoy it. The people are
great here.”

Wheeler will be making
areturn appearance at this
year’'s LGAA Founder’s
Day Art Show, where he
will be chain-saw carving
on Broadway Street, across
from the VFW. To reach
Wheeler, contact him at
918-856-0050.

As a bonus for the Lo-
cust Grove Arts Alliance,
Wheeler will be carving a
bear on Founder’sDay, and
give it to the LGAA as a
gift to be used asthe group
sees fit. One possibility is
that the bear will beraffled
off on Founder’s Day with
the rest of itemsin the si-
lent auction.



Page 6 Whats Happening inlG May 2016

--Callery Presentation--

(Continued from Page 3)

was gravel. They were
rough roads. On Thursday
nights Mom and Dad
would load us boys up to
eat in Salina. It took 25
minutes, and we could lis-
ten to awhole radio show
onthedrive,” Callery said.

Other segments of the
presentation included con-
versation about the busi-
nesses of thefirst 50 years
of this community.

“There were no empty
stores downtown in the
'50s,” Cdlery said.

A report on the early
schools, celebrations, fer-
ries, the locations of Doc-
tor Hugh Callery’s offices,
etc. was shared. “Doc
Callery,” the presenter’s
father, served the commu-
nity for 50 years and died
in 1991.

“Dad practiced until
1991. He never retired.
Office hours didn’'t mean
anything. People often
came to the house to be
treated,” Callery said.

Callery’s mother,
Helene, was an educator
and taught at Locust
Grove, Murphy and
Lowery. She lived in Lo-
cust Grove until her death
in 2004.

The local LG group
hopes to involve as many
peoplein town as possible
in this project.

The group will have
more meetings, presenta-
tionsand workshopsinthe
future. Contact: Shaun
Perkins at
rompoetry @gmail.com or
by phone, 918-864-9152
for more information.

THE END. . . Hugh J. Callery chose a unique slide to end
his presentation of the town’s history. Those who missed
his presentation will be able to watch it on Founder’s Day
when the Locust Grove Arts Alliance will be running the
recorded version throughout the day at the VFW Hall. The
hall opensat 10 a.m. when more than 25 exhibitorswill be
displaying their artwork. Items will also be available in a
silent auction that will run from 10 a.m. until parade time
at 3p.m.

Sisters Sweets |

Breakfast & Lunch
Open: 5 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

918-479-2677

Donuts

Rowland’s

Quick Shop
Open: 4 a.m.-10 p.m.

“Your Hometown
Convenience Store”

Check out our
Hot Box Pizza
& Deli Express

918-479-7990

* Computer Repair

* Custom Builds
* Computer Training
* Website Design
* Parts & Accessories
* Cell Phone Repair

112 E. Main Street Locust Grove, OK 74352
on the corner of Broadway & Main

First Vapor Shop in Mayes County

Toes

* American E-Juice
* Vaping M ods
* Vaping Accessories
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_G Is Creative OK pick

In March, Locust Grove was selected as one of eight
townsin Oklahomato be apart of Creative Oklahoma's
inaugural Creative Communities Project. Inthisproject,
the nonprofit organization Creative Oklahomawill work
with each community for 20 months in creative prob-
lem solving to address economic devel opment and qual -
ity of lifeissues.

The leadership group for LG Creative Communities
consists of Marea Breedlove, Hugh J. Callery, Elaine
Clark, Ray Grass, Jennifer Henson, Angela Holman,
Shane Holman and Shaun Perkins. The team sponsored
the LG History in Photos, a presentation by Callery on
April 25, which will be available for viewing at the
LGAA Art Show at the VFW Hall on Founder’s Day
thisyear.

More information about LG Creative Communities,
including sign-up sheets will also be available at the
VFW Hall. The Creative Oklahomamentoring team will
be in Locust Grove on May 23, Monday, to start the
process of working with the community. The place and
timeswill be announced soon. Follow L G Creative Com-
munities on Facebook for updates.

(918) 479-8583
Fax: (918) 479-8584

P.0.|
Locust Grove, OK 74352

.

o\
{ne

Readers are invited to check out the Mayes County
Arts Scene, a place where information on local art of all
kinds -- dance, music, performance, visua, literary, etc.
-- can be shared.

Search Mayes County Arts Scene on Facebook and
“like” the page to keep up-to-date on artsinformation in
our county. Also, post any arts-related news to MCAS

page.

--Founder’s Day--

(Continued from Page 1)

Photography, wood works, paintings, jewelry, and vari-
ous other artwork will be on display. The following isa
list of artists that will be showcase during the art show:
Marea Breedlove, Amy Bolin, Tristin Bruner, Jennifer
Downing, LaTashaDuncan, AngelaElliston, Ray Grass,
Jennifer Henson, Shelley Horton, Stuart Horton, Dean
Majors.

Also, Kelly Palmer, Betty Perkins, Georgia Rainbolt,
high school art students, The Rural Oklahoma Museum
of Poetry, Amandal. Smith, April Stone, Mike Wheeler,
DeaanaVaughn, Dean Wyatt, Jerry Yates, Roxann Yates
and Mary Yoder.

Contact Roxann Yates by phone at 918-530-5321 or
by email at roxannperkins@gmail.com for more details.

Quantie Sales and Service

We Buy and Sell New and Used Tractors and Farm Equipment

ON SALE! Where will you spend eternity?
MS170 Stihl Harold Quantle, §
. aro uantie, or.
Chairsaw owner
$159 95 (918) 479-8797
While supplies ast | ). 18 6398797 - Fax: (918) 479-8796

Highway 82 South « P.O. Box 428 « Locust Grove, OK 74352

Locust GROVE
PACKAGE STORE
*Beer *Wine *Spirits

918-479-6495

% Main Street
Open
10-9
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(Story by Roxann Yates)

Mayes Key recalls life in early day Yonkers. . .

(Continued from Page 1)
lived in Hominy and Bro-
ken Arrow and returned to
Yonkersin 1938.

“In 1948 the Fort Gibson
Dam was built, and Yon-
kerswasintheflood plain,
so the folks moved moved
to Peggs,” he said.

Mayes attended thefirst
school built in Yonkers. It
was replaced with a stone
building whose remnants
can be seen today.

“It was a one-teacher,
one-building school that
students attended fromfirst
grade through eighth,” he
said.

The ferry and train stop
are some of Mayes fond-
est memories.

“The ferry was four
miles from Yonkers. It
would take riders from
Wagoner, 12 miles away
for 25 cents,” Mayes said.

Before World War 11,
people couldn’t flag the
train to make it stop.

“During the war every-
thing was rationed. People
couldn’t get gasor tires, so
they would flag the train
down to go to Wagoner.
Thegovernment said theK
O & G train had to stop if
people needed transporta-
tion. The cost was 23 cents
to go and 28 centsto buy a
ticket to come back,”
Mayes said.

His parents and sibling
are now deceased. He and
Wandahad five children --
the late Tim Key, Karen
Key Rice, Andrea Key
Rawdon, MarshaKey Vick
and Mark Key -- six grand-
children and seven great-
grandchildren. The Keys
have been married 65
years.

Anchor Stone ompany

“We have love and re-
spect for each other, and we
thank God every day for his
many blessings,” Wanda
said.

The couple were mar-
ried in 1950, and in 1958
they bought “the only
house we have ever
owned,” Mayes said.

It restson thefoundation
of “the old grocery store
and post office of Mark,
Oklahoma,” Wanda said.
Mark was two miles west

of present day Locust
Grove.

The Keys hope to have
an historical marker placed
sometime in the future.

But in the past, Mayes
served intwo wars-- World
War Il and the Korean War.

“On my 18th birthday |
registered for the army,”
Mayes said.

After basic training at
Camp Robison in Little
Rock, Mayesleft for Camp

(Continued on Page 9)

Ron Noble
Owner/Operator

918-479-2075

109 W. Main

Ron’s Auto Repair

Locust Grove, OK 74352

Crushed Limestone - Sand

Tulsa Dispatch: (918) 438-1060
Joplin Quarry: (417) 623-1011
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Mayes Key tell of his time as a POW.

(Continued from Page 8)
Shelby, Mississippi, and
became a soldier of the
69th Infantry Division. In
October he was sent to
New Jersey, after which he
boarded a ship destined for
England.

“On Christmas Day, re-
placements were needed
for the Battle of the Bulge.
Eighty men from each
company of the 69th Divi-
sion were then sent to
LaHavre, France,” Mayes
said.

Subsequently, Mayes
became a soldier in the
83rd Infantry Division and
he and other soldiers were
put in box cars bound for

Belgium.

“In my first combat at
the Battle of the Bulge, in
the Ardennes Forest, we
couldn’t have fires be-
cause it would signal the
German forces. We didn’t
have good boots, and my
overshoes were way too
big. That was the coldest
winter on record,” Mayes
said. “1 got frostbite on my
feet andlegs. | wouldn't go
to the hospital because
when | came out, | would
be put in adifferent unit.”

Mayes, instead, was
sent to an aid station and
then to a clearance station
torecover. Evidenceof his

AL

RAY’S AUTO REPAIR

Complete Auto Repair
Makes & Models

410 S. Wyandotte St.
Locust Grove, OK 74352

Ray Teigen

Owner / Operator
25 Years’ Experience - Work Guaranteed

Ofc: 918-479-4110
Cell: 918-981-0101

frostbite can still be seen
today.

Thedivision battled for
threeweeks. “All reserves
weresentin,” said Mayes.
Allied and German casu-
alties were great, but the
German losses were
heavier. Thisbattlewasthe
beginning of the end for
the German forces.

Involved in three cam-
paigns -- the Battle of the
Bulge, Rhineland and
Central Europe, Mayes, in
the second campaign, be-
came the first Oklahoman
inthe 9th Army, Company
E toreachtheRhineRiver.

On their march to Ber-
lin, Mayes' division
stopped in Badertz, Ger-
many, where word of a
counter attack of panzers
was rumored. “The com-
pany put alinefor aphone,
then pulled back one and
ahalf milesto set up ade-
fense,” he said.

Mayes and three other
men were picked for lis-

202 West Main
Locust Grove

(918) 479-7977

K& D's Vapor Store

Come VAPE with us!
We have all your vaping needs!

Kevin & Debie
Jackson

tening duty. “We were to
listenfor thearmor and call
the company,” said Mayes.

“l saw the phone line
jerk the next morning,” he
said. “A company of Ger-
mans overcame us and
took us prisoner.”

Mayes and three other
soldiers were taken to a
regular army camp. The
men were commanded to
empty their pockets.

“1 had anew knife from
Sears and Roebuck and
wrapped it in a handker-
chief to conced it,” hesaid.
Mayes carried the knife
many years afterward. “I
carried it too long,” and
only part of it remains. “I
also had a spoon and fork.
| still have that fork.”

The prisoners continued
to march to one barn and
then another. They were
given bread and cans of
horse meat to eat.

“The meat got bigger
and bigger the more |
chewed it,” said Mayes.

Eventualy, the prisoners
ended their march south-
west of Berlin at Stalag
11A prison camp. Thepris-
oners were only fed dehy-
drated vegetable soup full
of white worms.

“We just thought of the
worms as protein,” said
Mayes.

A telegram, read to a
relative who had the only

(Continues on Page 10)
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Key spots Yonkers cousin

(Continued from Page 9)
phone in Yonkers, related
that Mayeswas missing in
action.

“My cousin wrote the
message out and delivered
it to my parents,” Mayes
said.

After being in the POW
camp for three weeks, an
American lieutenant and
German camp commander
negotiated atruce, “and the
83rd Division cameinwith
trucks and ambulances and
liberated us,” said Mayes.

“General Eisenhower
said all POWswill be sent
home,” said Mayes.

A second telegram home
stated that Mayes had been
returned to military con-
trol.

While being processed
to go home from a “tent
city” named for cigarette
brands, Mayes was in the
camp “Lucky Strike,” and
he spotted his cousin from
Yonkers, Sherman Sly.

“Sherman was a turret
gunner on a B17. He was
on araid on aGerman ball
bearing factory. Sixty Al-
lied planes were shot

down, and Sherman spent
19 months as a POW,”
Mayes said.

From that time on, the
two never separated. Both
crossed the ocean on alib-
erty ship “and we could eat
anytime we wanted,”
Mayes said.

In 1950 Mayes again
served his county with the
Nationa Guard 45th Divi-
sion during the Korean
War.

While serving 14
monthsin the war, hisfirst
child, Tim, was born.

“l didn’t see Timuntil he
was nine months old,”
Mayes said.

Later, Mayesbecamean

MAYES AND WANDA KEY TODAY

electrician, worked at This small-town man has
OklahomaCement aselec-  served his family and his

trical supervisorandretired  country in abig way.
after 29 years of service.

Locust Grove
& | Family Physicians

Serving Northeast Oklahoma since 2002.
609 E. Main Locust Grove, OK 918-479-8060

@ mis
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Lakeland Properties Real Estate LLC

Buyer and Seller Representation
Lake Properties, Residential, Land, Commercial
Dawna Barnes, Broker/Owner

918-906-7906 or 918-434-2700

\

/

Like us on Facebook!

Member FDIC

a

Established 1949

Bank of

Locust Grove

“A Community Bank With Roots, Not Branches”

Phone: 918-479-5225 Online Banking: www.banklg.com
FAX: 918-479-8787 Voice Banking: 1-877-479-5225




