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Sate storytellersvisit LG

ROMPfest scheduled Abri

ROMPfest, an annual
festival celebrating Na-
tional Poetry Month will be
held at the Rural Oklahoma
Museum of Poetry April 9,
from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m.

Thisyear, the 3rd annual
ROMPfest will be a cel-
ebration of the people’s
poetry—to inspire, to enter-
tain, and to create commu-
nity.

The theme is autograph
book poetry, atype of po-
etry that thrivedinthe U.S.
from the 1880's until the
1950's. We will bring this
art form back to life. All
visitors will receive afree
autograph book, and every-
oneisencouraged to write
poetry in each others’
books.

Special guests include
poets Leslie Hannah, Jes-
sica Isaacs and Roxann
Yates. Hannah is a Native
American poet, scholar,
and professor.

He is on the executive
board of the Cherokee His-
torical Society and the
Cherokee Heritage Center
and National Museum.
Isaacs, a poet and profes-
sor at Seminole State Col-
lege, was the winner of a

2015 Okla-
~ W homa Book
Award for
her collec-
tion of po-
etry Deep
August.

Leslie Hannah

Yates is a poet, artist and
retired professor who has
written and co-written
three books, including one
book of poetry.

The museum’s exhibits
will focus on the autograph
book poetry themeand will
showcase its collection of
more than 50 autograph
books and the verses
within them. Both Hannah
and Isaacs will share some
of their poetry and take
guestions from the audi-
ence.

| saacs
will have
copies of
her award-
winning
book for
sae.

She is a
poet and an English profes-
sor at Seminole State Col-
lege in Oklahoma where
sheservesasthedirector of
their annual Howlers and

Jessica | saacs

Yawpers Creativity Sym-
posium in April.

Yetes
will
give a
short
tal k
about

Roxann Yates

the history of the autograph
book or “abum amicorum”
and will have amonograph
about the historic devel op-
ment of autographs books
for sale. The handcrafted
books will feature wooden
covers made by her hus-
band Jerry.
Yatesisaretired teacher
from Chouteau High
School and has taught sev-
era years at Rogers State
University in the English
department. She is a fre-
quent presenter at poetry
and educational forums.
The festivities will in-
clude refreshments, many
chances to listen to, read,
write and interact with one
another with poetry, word-
play and rhymes.
Thefestival isfunfor al
ages.
All events take place
outside, and families are
encouraged to attend all or

part of the festival:
*2:00-2:30: Visit the
museum
*2:30-3:00: Jessica
| saacs: Poetry reading
*3:00-3:30: Roxann
Yates. Discussion on the
history of autograph poetry
*3:30-4:00: Mingle,
visit museum, and write au-
tograph poems
*4:00-4:30: Leslie
Hannah: Poetry reading
*4:30-4:45: Oklahoma
Poem Awards Ceremony
*4:45-5.00: Sharing of
autograph poems
For more information,
including directions, visit
ROMPoetry.com. The
physical address of the
museum is 6603 S. 438,
Locust Grove.

Funding for thisprogram
is provided in part by a
grant from the Oklahoma
Humanities  Council
(OHC) and the National
Endowment for the Hu-
manities (NEH).

Any views, findings,
conclusions, or recommen-
dations expressed in this
websiteand program do not
necessarily represent those
of OHC or NEH.
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Senior dance planned April 2

The Locust Grove Codlition ishosting an April Fools
dinner and dance from 5:30 to 9 p.m., Saturday, April 2,
at the Killiam Community Building.

A rib dinner with baked beans, cole slaw and a rall
will be held from 5:30 to 6:30. The Locust Ladies will
again be serving their special desserts, and the cost is
$10, an increase because of the cost of obtaining ribs.

The dance will last from 6:30 to 9 p.m., with music
provided by the Holein the Wall Band. Everyoneisin-
vited to attend the meal and/or the dance.

MARQUEE SIGN GOESUP.. . Ben Quick (in the bucket)
works to place the new sign for the Magic Theater to open
soon in the old Cook’s Cafe site. Quick is a designer for
Premier Sign in Pryor who created thedesign. Owner Clark
May explained that he gave Quick “the drawing of the rab-
bitin top hat, thefleur-de-lis, theletter font, and the colors,
and Ben took those elements and put them together in a
creative way.”

Grand Gateway representative

speaks to Chamber members

Tami McKeon, Economic Development Director of
Grand Gateway, spoke with members of the Locust
GroveAreaChamber of Commerce March 22 about ways
to work together on community issues.

She hel ped those attending to focus on different types
of economic development, such as, retail development
that includes revitalization of Main Street. The group
talked about ways to enhance the Main Street presence
by adding trash cans, adding new plantsto the planters,
painting businesses and benches that already exist.

LGAA meets March 9 at VFW

The next meeting of the Locust Grove Arts Alli-
ancewill beat 5:47 p.m., April 13, at the VFW Hall.
The group will be making plans for its annual art
show during the town’s Founder’s Day event May
14.

In last month’s meeting, Roxann Yates reported
that 20 artists have signed up for the annual art show,
and there is currently room for five more. Contact
her immediately if you areinterested in having abooth
areaduring the annual event.

Tristin Brunner has volunteered to do face paint-
ing on that day, and Jerry Yates has volunteered to
maketwo Adirondack chairsto raffle off. Ticketswill
go on salefor those items soon. Cost is $1 aticket or
six for $5. Estimated value of the chairsis $250.

Shaun Perkins reported on a new exhibit at the
Rural Oklahoma Museum of Poetry, a selection of
autograph books from the 1880'sto the 1970’s. She
also reported on the opening of arummage store that
will benefit the museum and its programs.

April Stonetalked about the Willard Stone L egacy
event, and that a play about Stone would be held by
the LGAA Children’s Theater on Aug. 27.

The LGAA isactively seeking new membersasit
goes into its third year of helping to bring attention
to the arts, and activities which support the arts. For
thefirst time, the group has decided to attach afee of
$20 to each membership application to help support
the programs which the aliance is planning.

About What's Happening in LG

EDITOR’'S NOTE: While this newsletter is produced
by the LGAA and will contain our organization’s news, we
also want to publish information about any activitiesin Lo-
cust Grove that our community might be interested in.

Please contact Betty Perkins at bperk@sstelco.com or
918-479-5617 (leave a message if no answer), if you have
news on LG events, places, or people for inclusion in future
issues. For advertising, call Roxann Perkins Yates at 918-
530-5321 or email at roxannperkins@gmail.com. AsLGAA
is a nonprofit organization, advertising must support the
publication of this newsletter. Your support is greatly appre-
ciated.
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Local grocery Club Is based in Peggs

Many people frequent
farmers marketsin an effort
to get high quality, fresh pro-
duce that is grown locally.

Mayes County’s market is | N

held on Saturday during the
growing season in Pryor,
and locally twice a month,
a farmer’s market has ex-
isted here.

But many people might
be interested in agardening
and grocery buying club that
isavailableyear-round. And
onesuch clubisfound quite
close to home.

Cultured Kitchensissuch
a club based in Peggs and
covering a 30-mile radius.
Their website says, “Cul-
tured Kitchens is a collec-
tion of local food and
healthy living services.

Right now we are a group
of 35 families, within a 30-
mile radius, who share an
interest in healthy food
choices.”

According to Dona
Inman, a spokesperson for
the local group, it has been
in existence since 2006, and
shesaysthereare many rea-
sons for joining such a

group.

CowaN INSURANCE AGENCY

Justin Cowan -- Agent

410 E. Main

Auto - Home - Farm - Boat -Life - Bonds - Mobile Homes - Commercial

Locust Grove, OK

“Buying healthy grocer-
ies this way is convenient,
especially when you livein
a small town or out in the
country,” Inman said.
“Thereisnever any obliga-
tion to buy. We have aclub
minimum we have to meet
each month, but no one per-
son ever hasto order.”

Inman said the clubisnot
just about quality foods.
“You can order books, uten-
sils, small appliances, and
cotton clothes. They even
sell soy-free livestock feed
and live heirloom bedding
plantsand seedsfor the gar-
den.”

While Cultured Kitchens
has agood number of fami-
lies involved, Inman wants
to expand the group. “While
most people are looking for
cheaper food, | want to get
this message out to people
who are interested in
healthy and/or bulk food,”
she said.

“Itisdifficult to compare
prices. Most food items are
not cheaper than local dis-
count grocers, but most dis-

[
f

7> Turner's Laundr'y

&

Stash & Dash Mini S‘ror'age

105 N. Wyandotte -- West Edge of Locust Grove
918-479-5759 or 918-479-5296
Lighted, Fenced & Video Surveillance
Owner: Movita Turner

count grocersdon’t offer the
variety of organics and/or
bulk purchases our supplier
has,” Inman said.

She also saysthat quality
isone of the reasons she or-
ders from a grocery club.
“The quality is generally
VERY good to excellent,”
Inman said.

Azure Standard is afam-
ily-owned company which
distributes morethan 12,000
natural, organic and earth-
friendly products acrossthe
country to buying clubs in
communities just like Cul-
tured Kitchens of Peggs.

According to thewebsite,
“Azure providestheir mem-
berswith the best pricesany-
where on bulk and family
friendly sizesin dried good,
dairy, produce, frozen and
nationally branded prod-
ucts.”

Those interested in find-
ing out more about the club
or tojoin the club can go to
www.azurestandard.com to
create a personal account.
Creating an account isabso-
lutely free and never obli-
gates a person to make any
purchase. A transportation
charge which is shared by
the club, is charged, and a
fee of $5 is applied to any
order under $50.

The next order date for
the club is April 6, and the
food will be delivered on
Wednesday, April 13 to
Peggswherethosewho have
ordered will meet the deliv-
ery truck and load right into
their vehicles from there.
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BUSINESSWITH A SMILE. . .Debie Smith and her hus-
band Kevin opened the first vapor storein Locust Grovein
an old service station on Main Street which once housed
the Flower Sation, owned by Vicky Herr.

Jacksons provide info
plus friendly service

By Roxann Yates

Kevin and Debie Jackson know how to please cus-
tomers by giving them as much information as possible
about their products at K & D’s Vapor Store.

“We understand that no one on this earth knows ev-
erything about vaping,” Debie said. “We have had people
comeinand say, ‘| have astupid question,” but there are
no stupid questions.”

K & D’s Vapor Store is stocked with a variety of e-
Cigs, e-juices, assorted tanks, coils, batteries, chargers,
starter kits, and accessories.

The Jacksons know several peopleinthebusinessand
opened theirs at 202 West Main because they reside in
Locust Grove. “| take care of amost everything in our
store because Kevinisatruck driver for Chouteau Lime,
but Kevin is my backbone and my muscle,” she said.

(Continued on Page 5)

RAY’S AUTO REPAIR

Complete Auto Repair
ALL Makes & Models

Ray Teigen

Owner / Operator

25 Years’ Experience - Work Guaranteed

410 S, Wyandotte St. Ofc: 918-479-4110
Locust Grove, OK 74352 Cell: 918-981-0101

BlLack DrRuUG

Compounding Pharmacy

918-479-5223

412 East Main Street 918-479-6510 fax

P.O. Box 669
Locust Grove, OK ’\

74352 3

Kevin Black, D. Ph.
Pharmacist
blackdrg@sstelco.com

Rural Oklahoma

Museum of Poetry
6603 S. 438 - Locust Grove

CORPORATION

“Excellence in our Q’eqp[é, Reﬁztionsﬁfps & Products”

www.RAECorp.com ¢ jobs@rae-corp.com

RAE Corporation is an Equal Opportunity Employer. EEO/AA M/F/V/D

RAE Corporation, located in Pryor, is a privately-held company
dedicated to manufacturing compressorized equipment and heat
transfer coils for the HVAC, refrigeration, and industrial markets.

Now accepting applications for
full-time and part-time positions!
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Jacksons open vapor store.

(Continued from Page 4)

“We love the small-town atmosphere and being able
to help family and friends,” she added.

Helping customers gives the couple joy.

“Kevin and | are both people pleasers,” Debie said.
“Kevin has a kind heart, and | always wanted to be a
doctor or teacher.”

Debie recently played ahelping role for a customer.

“A guy walked in and said his doctor had sent him,”
Debie said. “ The man told me the doctor gave him less

a

Member FDIC

Established 1949

Bank of
Locust Grove

“A Community Bank With Roots, Not Branches”

Phone: 918-479-5225 Online Banking: www.banklg.com
Voice Banking: 1-877-479-5225

d;;’,.,i.%.ﬁ

FAX:918-479-8787

RS

LOCUST GROVE, OKLAHOMA - USA
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than ayear to live, but he wanted to prolong hislife.”

Because the customer was a tobacco smoker, he
wanted an alternative to his habit—one without the nega-
tive effects of tobacco.

“Wetalked for an hour. Heis still vaping and coming
into the store. | hope and pray for thisman daily,” Debie
said. “Threeyearsago my doctor referred meto vaping,
too. | have not had a single cigarette since | left my
doctor’s office that day.”

The Jacksons have a blended family of five sons.

“In 2010 Kevin and | decided that | should stay at
home for awhile,” Debie said. “1 did for almost a year.
Then oneday | woke up and the house was clean and the
kids were out doing their own things. | was bored, so |
started my own transportation services with afriend.”

But being on the road, delivering school buses, kept
Debie from spending time with family.

“1 missed the birth of my granddaughter Ali,” Debie
said. “1 whispered to her mother’sbelly beforel went on
the road and told her not to come until | got back, but
she wanted out.” After the new family arrival, Kevin
joined Debie on the road, until they took a detour that
brought them back home.

“Our parents got really sick, so we left that business
and decided to open the vapor store to be close to fam-
ily,” Debie said.

The Jacksons' working philosophy isto take an inter-
est in customers and their needs, even if they decide to
shop somewhere else.

“|1 shop at all the stores to get the best prices. That's
the American way, but | will do everything | canto make
the customers’ shopping experience great,” Debie said.

On Sale Now!
Stihl Chainsaws
with free carry case

Quantie Auto Supply

Harold Jr. & Georgeann Quantie - Owners
Family Owned & Operated for over 40 Years

Phone (918) 479-8797
Fax (918) 479-8796

Hwy 82 South, P.O. Box 428
Locust Grove, OK 74352

Give the *“customer
pleasers’ acall at 918-479-
7977 or stop by.

“We are doing the best
we can to get the custom-
erswhat they want or need
at thelowest price possible.

“1 have had people say,
‘You're too nice.’ | just
treat peopletheway | want
to be treated,” Debie said.

()
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Chamber working on Founder’s Day

The Locust Grove Area
Chamber of Commerce
Founder’s Day Committee
members are working dili-
gently to contact those in-
terested in vendor spots
and in parade participation.

Registration forms, in-
cluding the costs for the
vendors, and arelease and
indemnificationformareto
be completed by all partici-
pants in activities on
Founder’s Day, May 14.

Forms are published on
the Chamber website,
locustgroveoklahoma.com
and on the Chamber
Facebook page.

Committee members’
contact information is
listed on the parade form.
Theformsmay bedropped
off at Town Hall by the
deadline, May 7. Or forms
may be mailed to the
Chamber, P. O. Box 525,
Locust Grove.

A turtle race, dog show,
musicians performances, 3
p.m. parade, the Outlaw

Cruisers car show, indi-
vidual activities at several
local businesses, the
LGAA chalk art contest,
and many more Founder’s
Day events are planned. A
detailed agenda of the
day’sactivitieswill be pub-
lished in the May issue of
the LGAA newsletter, at
the Chamber website and
on the Chamber Facebook
page.

Twenty-fiveloca artists
will bedisplaying and sell-
ing art at the third annual
LG ArtsAlliance (LGAA)
Founder’s Day Art Show

from 10 am. to 4 p.m. If
you areal ocust Groveart-
ist interested in participat-
ing, contact Roxann
Perkins Yates at
roxannperkins@gmail.com
or 918-530-5321. Theonly
cost isadonation of one of
your creationsto the silent
auction, which raises
money for future LGAA
programs and events.
Spaces are filling up fast!
Call now!

Artistswho have signed
up so far include Stuart
Horton, Ray Grass, Dean
Wyatt, Jennifer Henson,

Roxann Yates, Jerry Yates,
Marea Beedlove, Betty
Perkins, Shaun Perkins,
Jennifer Downing, Latasha
Duncan, GeorgiaRainbolt.

Also, Jess Dinsmore,
Dean Magjors, Marcia and
Clark May, Kelly Palmer,
Pam Quantie, Tristin
Brunner, Angela Elliston,
Deeana Vaughn, Shelley
Horton, Amanda Smith,
April Stone, and various
worksfrom high school art
students.

Don't missthereturnen-
gagement of thevery popu-

(Continued on Page 7)

918-479-2677

Sisters Sweets |

Donuts

Breakfast & Lunch
Open: 5 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

Rowland’s

Quick Shop
Open: 4 a.m.-10 p.m.

“Your Hometown
Convenience Store”

Now Serving
Breakfast Food

918-479-7990

* Computer Repair

* Custom Builds
* Computer Training
* Website Design
* Parts & Accessories
* Cell Phone Repair

112 E. Main Street Locust Grove, OK 74352
on the corner of Broadway & Main

First Vapor Shop in Mayes County

Toes

* American E-Juice
* Vaping M ods
* Vaping Accessories
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--Founder’s Day--

(Continued from Page 6

lar Fishinghawk Karate
Studio fire walk and fire
breaksat 1 p.m. behind the
studio aspart of the LGAA
Founder’s Day Art Show.
“We have some new
stuff for this year. Differ-
ent exciting fire breaks,
and possibly a 20 foot fire
walk. Tento twelve-feetis

normal, so we are trying
something different this
year,” said David
Fishinghawk.

Also at the VFW, Jerry
Yates will have on display
the wooden furniture he
has created to benefit the
LGAA. Ticketsareonsale
now at $1 or 6 for $5.

Williams Agency

(918) 479-1800

Locust Grove Tag Agency
114 E. Main St./PO Box 1213

lgtag@sstelco.com

Locust Grove, OK 74352

-Office {918) 479-8583
Fax: (918) 479-8584

ADIRONDACK RAFFLE. . . Two chairs similar to those
pictured, along with two foot rests and a table will all be a
part of a packagerafflewhich will benefit the Locust Grove
Arts Alliance. Handmade by Jerry Yates, the pieces will be
made of cedar and not painted so that the beauty of the
wood will shinethrough. Yates has donated hislabor to the
making of the furniture pieces. Tickets will be sold for $1
each or 6for $5, and ticketsareon salenow from any LGAA
member. The winning ticket will be drawn after the parade
on Founder’s Day at the VFW.

Hometown Shirt Shack

111 E. Main
Locust Grove, OK 74352
918-479-5331

__l_____

Custom Vinyl, Tees & Embroidery

ON SALE!
MS170 Stihl
Chairsaw
$159.95

While supplies last

Harold Quantie, Sr.

Quantie Sales and Service

We Buy and Sell New and Used Tractors and Farm Equipment

Where will you spend eternity?

Owner
(918) 479-8797

Cell: (918) 639-8797

. Fax: (918) 479-8796
Highway 82 South « P.O. Box 428 « Locust Grove, OK 74352

Locust GROVE
PACKAGE STORE
*Beer *Wine *Spirits
918-479-6495

4 Main Street
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PRIZE WINNER. . . Paris
tum:rmnu‘l;_[_uunwinﬂ_ifﬂmml ars i holds the prize she won for
| g ot P, Sl ) SOC finding one of the special
o i ol & " A 8 eggs. Morethan 200 young-
sters were on hand for the
egg roll that was held at the
middle school.

=

® -

EASTEREGG ROLL. ..

Six thousand eggs were dropped at the middle school for children to pick up at 10
a.m. on March 26. Prize eggs were among the others dropped. Sponsors of the hunt
were: The Locust Grove Ministerial Alliance, The First United Methodist Church,
and the Locust Grove Area Chamber of Commerce. Other contributors and volun-
teersincluded: The Bank of Locust Grove, Builders Wholesale and Hardware Sup-
ply, Locust Grove Animal Clinic, Rainbow House. Rural Electric Coop, Quantie Auto
Supply, Salina-Spavinaw Telephone Company. At right, Kim Yatesis shown with her
daughters, one of whom, Eleanor, won a prize for finding one of the prize eggs.

" Tulsa Dispatch: (918) 438-1060
Joplin Quarry: (417) 623-1011

N\
Anchor Stone Company

Crushed Limestone - Sand
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Lexi Johnson

Amelia Ingram

LG students shoot way
to archery championships

Two Locust Grove students have recently won state
championshipsin archery. Lexi Johnson won onthe high
school level, and Amelia Ingram won on the middie
school level.

Lexi, the daughter of Johnny and Leslie Johnson, is
coached by Ladney Keener, and isamember of the high
school state championship team with a score of 3319, a
LGHS record. Lexi scored 283 points of a possible 300
to takethe championship. Lexi, afreshman, will be shoot-
ing at Nationalsin Louisville, KY on May 14.

Amelia, the daughter of Jerry and Missy Ingram, is
the junior high champion, scoring 284 points out of a
possible 300. She is coached by Brad Cowan who also
coached the state runner-up championship team which
scored 3231 points, aLGMS record.

“My team and | have worked very hard to get to this
point,” said Amelia. “ When | won state, | was so happy
because | knew all the hard work of practicing threeyears
had paid off.”

Anna Kromhout placed third with a score of 283 to
boost the team score. Both Amelia and Anna are eighth
graders.

Send news items to LGAA, 6620 S. 4382
Road, Locust Grove, OK 74352.
For advertising, contact Roxann Yates at
918-530-5321.

Autograph books to beneflt ROMP

Autograph books, some
of which are shown at
right, will beon saleat the
Founder’s Day Art Show
intheVFW. Thebooksare
handcrafted by Jerry and
Roxann Yatesand will sell
for $20. Roxann created
theinside which will ook
at 100 years of autograph
books, and Jerry hand-
made the outside, using
stained wood and unique
hinges and decorations.

.....
........

GETTING GOOGLED. . .
Several local business
people were on hand for a
presentation by Googlerep-
resentatives. The workshop
was given so businesses
could make suretheir loca-
tion was correct on Google
Maps. At right, Cate
Bowerin from Cycle One
Manufacturing, and below,
Marshaand Clate Evans of
Builders Wholesale and
Hardware Supply attended.
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Taylor Fleming wins
state championship

A Locust Grove eighth
grader has won a state
championship in wres-
tling, and hasalong list of
awardsinthefiveyearshe
haswrestled for LG youth.

Taylor Fleming is the
son of Jackie and Joni
Fleming and has been in
the local program for two
yearsat themiddle schooal.
The state championship
qualifieshimfor theworld
wrestling event to be held
in Reno April 7-10.

He is a two time re-
giona champion and five
times placer at that level.
In middle school, he is a
two time state placer,
placed at theAmarillo Na-
tional event and the Tulsa
Nationals. Taylor only lost
once during the middle
school dual season.

He is currently doing

freestyle and Greco-Ro-
man wrestling.

“He has a passion for
wrestling and plans to at-
tend college through a
wrestling scholarship,”
said his mother Joni. “He
wants to be a plastic sur-
geon and hasalwaysmain-
tained a better than 3.0
grade point average.”

Goodbye to Nelle Harper Lee

ToKill aMockingbird isone of my favorite books,
and I’veread afew. It wasalways apleasureto teach
the book in high school, and reading it every year for
30 years was not a problem.

When the author of that book, Nelle Harper Lee,
died last month, | thought again about the book |
hadn’t read in 10 years since retiring.

I’ ve missed the gentleness of Atticus Finch, who
is the finest example of a father and a man in all of
literature. In the movie version of the book, when
Atticus is leaving the courtroom, dejected because
he has lost his case defending a black man who ev-
eryone knows is innocent, he does not even notice
that every black personin the courtroom has stood in
honor of his passing.

And in honor of Nelle Harper Lee's passing, I’'ve
read the book again. It has stood up to time. Written
morethan 50 years ago (1960), the books holdstruths
that will be relevant 50 years from now. It addresses
the problem of integration in asociety whichistoday
still trying to find a solution.

The charactersare asalive asyou and |. The chil-
dren, Scout, Jem, and Dill, indulge in small town
highjinks that most of us will recognize. Atticusisa
perfect single parent to Jem and Scout.

If you haven't read the book, | recommend it. You
won'’t be wasting your time.

--Betty L. Perkins

CREATIVE PEOPLE MEET

Citizensfrom eight townsin
the state which were named
Creative Communities are
shown being creative (?) for
thecameraat arecent work-
shop. Local citizens in this
picture inlude April Stone,
row 1, sixth fromleft; Elaine
Clark, second row, behind
Stone in black; and Ray
Grass, back row, red jacket.
Other Locust Grove attend-
ees, Shane and Angela
Holman and Ken Lusk were
in a separate picture.



